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Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa, Greetings to you all.
The whānau of Literacy Aotearoa
have been cloaked in sadness
this month following the passing
of two very special women: Jodi
Maniapoto (of National Office) and
Aunty Anne, Learning Centre and
Whānau Family Support (Lower
Hutt).

In this issue: Southern Adult
Literacy celebrate 40 years of
delivery; Students and tutors of
Adult Learning Support promote
their programmes through videos;
a learner from Waitākere talks
about gaining skills in writing and
communicating with others.

On the back page there are links
to resources including a podcast
series ‘Taringa’ from Te Wānanga o
Aotearoa and upcoming events.
Mauri Ora.

He Mamae Aroha: Jodi Manawa-Iti Maniapoto
E rere rā ngā wai o Waikato
E hotuhotu te pūmanawa o Tainui
E karangaranga ngā pūwawau noa te ārai
E huihui ratou, hei whakauruuru i a koe
E whakahokia ki tō kainga, ki tō maunga tapu
Ki te hohau rongopai o Tāwhirimātea
Ka rere, ka rere, ka rere atu ra, e Manawa-Iti

The heart of Tainui beats
The waters of the Waikato flow
The whispered waters call from beyond the veil
They gather at your side
To return you home, To your sacred mountain
To the cleansing winds of Tāwhirimātea
Fly free Jodi, fly free …

Jodi started out with Literacy Waikato (in the ARLA
days) before she joined Te Whiri Kaupapa Ako in Tāmaki
Makaurau in the late 1990s.

the Big UPS project, and key involvement in progressing
the REACH programme to extend LLN delivery through
distance learning programmes.

Over her time Jodi’s roles have included tutor and
Māori Coordinator in Waikato, and then as a Trainer,
Te Kaiwhakangungu (Training Manager), Assessor,
Moderator, Manager of the Corrections Contract to
deliver LLN programmes in prisons across the regions of
the North Island and Southern Region, Senior Advisor to

Her sudden passing leaves a huge Jodi-shaped gap
in the Literacy Aotearoa whānau. She will be sorely
missed and never forgotten. We honour and respect her
contributions.
Moe mai ra e te wahine purotu.

He Mamae Aroha: Anahaki Ranui (Aunty Anne)
We also pay our respects to an esteemed kuia of Literacy
Aotearoa, Anahaki Ranui.

recognising and honouring her valued contributions. We
send our aroha and wishes of strength to The Learning
Centre Whānau Family Support.

Anahaki has been a long-serving board member, and
for a period of time, Co-Chairperson of The Learning
Centre Whānau Family Support. Known as Aunty Anne,
Anahaki died Wednesday 11 Hōngongoi (July) 2018. We
join with The Learning Centre Whānau Family Support in

E te kuia, ka pouri ā mātou ngākau i tēnei wa.
Haere atu, e kui, ki to moenga roa, i waenganui a ratou
kua wehe ki te pō. Moe mai rāi roto i ngāringa i tō Atua.
Ka maumahara mātou i a koe.
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Southern Adult Literacy = 40 year anniversary
Southern Adult Literacy celebrated their 40th
anniversary recently with current and past
students, personnel, whānau and friends.
While the services have their ‘home base’ in
Invercargill, these days there are also tutors
delivering programmes in Western Southland,
Lumsden, Alexandra, Gore and Queenstown.

‘Lesley has remained active in the
programme over the years and we
value her knowledge,’ said Nellie.
Read more in the Southland Express

People who have passed through the doors of
Southern Adult Literacy (formerly Southland
Adult Learning Programme) enjoyed the event
including Lesley Pay who was the first paid
coordinator of the programme 40 years ago.
Left: Nellie Garthwaite (Manager Southern Adult
Literacy), Te Tumuaki Bronwyn Yates and Lesley Pay.

My Ladder
I have a ladder in my mind
It should be a tree or even a maze sometimes
The ladder for me is something I want to climb
For me it is knowledge and things I’m trying to find
I want to learn, but the higher I climb the bigger wind gust
Some days I feel I’m going to fall and it’s all going to bust
And some other days I feel it’s all too much to learn
and so little time
On the odd day someone kicks my ladder I am trying to climb
It wobbles from time to time
I want to say ‘bugger you’, I am trying to climb
But when I look back, I sometimes find that this person
has actually opened and broadened my mind,
on one of the branches on the ladder, I am trying to climb
From no alphabet at the age of 22 and now at hui, writing and talking to you.
My ladder is growing as I climb.
By Diane
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Diane (Southern Adult Literacy)
author of ‘My Ladder’ written at
the Literacy Aotearoa National
Planning Hui - Student Writing
Event 2006.
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Adult Learning Support (Nelson)
Check out these fantastic videos from Adult Learning
Support (Nelson) on Facebook or YouTube.

On Facebook:

‘It’s not just about the kids’

‘The computers are taking over...’

The Parenting and Life Skills Course:

‘Many people are feeling left behind by the blazing trail
of technology. It’s hard to keep up! In this video, David
Brown shares his experience as an all-round good chap.
A top notch tradie and a learner in one of our Workplace
Computing Courses.’

https://www.facebook.com/pg/adultlearningsupport/videos/

Brain Development. Boxing. Reading. Playtime. Cooking.
This course has it all...
“I don’t have any schooling, I haven’t been to school
since I was 13. It’s not just about the kids, it’s about
basic life skills as well...”

David talks about those confusing computer zaps, the
frustration of being left behind by the youngsters, and
what it’s like being treated real nice at Adult Learning
Support.

Go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-k6aEiqim3w

Go to: https://youtu.be/EptJYcKiDJE

Recycling tips to share
Four mistakes you might not know you are making
with...
•
•
•
•
•
•

A recent news item from Auckland Council looks at what
can and can’t be recycled...

Coffee cups
Compostable and biodegradable food packaging
Plastic bags and soft plastics
Pizza boxes
and…Quick tips
Find out more...

www.literacy.org.nz

Not everything
can...
So what can be
recycled? (video)
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Withdrawing with booze and weed easier than surviving low literacy
By Debrin Foxcroft, Western Leader (Stuff), 28/06/18

Photo: Keith Quinn, a student at Literacy Waitākere
in New Lynn, said he was locked out of life by not
being able to fully read and write. (Debrin Foxcroft)

A high school drop out at age 15, Auckland man Keith
Quinn felt locked out of the world around him. He
could read, just, but couldn’t really communicate in an
increasingly complex world.
“I have always been a bad speller,
my reading wasn’t too bad but I was
afraid to put pen to paper,” he said.
“I was afraid to indulge in an
intelligent conversation so I drank
a lot of alcohol and smoked a lot of
weed.”
Quinn, a student at Literacy
Waitākere for the last four years,
said he was locked out of life by his
inability to communicate.
“In the past, when I got any form of
government letter, because I didn’t
understand it, I would go almost
into a panic. I shut down,” he said.
“It used to freak me out because I
didn’t understand it.”
Quinn said being good with his
hands allowed him to work, but it
didn’t give him purpose.
“I need to have something in my
life that was going to give me value.

Being able to read and write is a
natural high.
“When I write, I feel this goodness,
this power. A natural buzz.”
According to a recent international
study, 43 per cent of New
Zealanders function at a level of
literacy below what was required
for day to day life.

Literacy wasn’t just about being
able read but also about being able
to go into battle for themselves, she
said.
“Leading a full and meaningful life is
what many of our students lack.”
Gilmour said many New Zealanders
don’t understand the depth of the
issues around literacy.

That meant almost half of the New
Zealand population aged between
16 and 65 could read road signs
and basic text but struggled with
anything more complex.

“It’s a huge social justice issue.
People get excluded from life. For
example, a lot of companies give a
literacy test and if they don’t pass
the test, they don’t get a job.”

This functional literacy puts them
at risk of not understanding health
and safety issues on the job, and
not being able to advocate for
themselves with organisations such
as Work and Income NZ or Housing
New Zealand, Jane Gilmour,
manager of Literacy Waitākere,
said.

Part of the problem was the stigma
around literacy.
“Nobody wants to stick their hand
up and say I need to learn to read
and write,” she said.
Gilmour said education needed to
be inclusive and creative to catch
those struggling with the traditional
approaches.

Post script from Jane Gilmour:
Kia ora, Keith’s a media star, now. He will be speaking at the launch of Adult Learners’ Week (now Festival of Adult Learning) at
Rutherford College on 1 September. He’s going from strength to strength. It has made him stand so much taller.

www.literacy.org.nz

4

Phone 0800 900 999

Tui Tuia
Issue No 6, 2018

Learning Links
Taringa

ACE Aotearoa Online

Tune into Te Wānanga o Aotearoa
podcast Taringa.

The ACE Aotearoa website now has
an online resources page.

The podcast, which began in
Hongongoi (July) last year, takes a
relaxed approach to discuss kupu
Māori, tikanga and other kaupapa.

There are lots of useful resources
there including generic posters in
English and te reo featuring adult
learners (with space to write event
details), conference and Hui Fono
presentations, and guidelines
for applying for professional
development funding.

Taringa, which can be downloaded
for free at the iTunes store, now
sees an average of 1900 plays per
week – up from the 602 plays per
week average the podcast had
when it first aired.
Poutiaki Reo/Tikanga Paraone
Gloyne says plays of Taringa have
also increased by more than 200
per cent since it first aired and
the podcast now has about 700
permanent subscribers.
“It is all organic and has travelled
more through word of mouth rather
than any marketing or promotion,”
he says.

There are various ways to access
Taringa:
•

https://itunes.apple.com/
us/podcast/taringa-podcast/
id1258471951

•

https://tunein.com/podcasts/
Podcasts/Taringa-p1013023/

•

https://mytuner-radio.com/
podcasts/taringa-podcast-tewananga-o-aotearoa-1258471951

•

https://soundcloud.com/tw-oa

•

facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/PunuaPaaoho/

Reading Together Resources
The Ministry of Education’s Best
Evidence Synthesis Programme
has made available videos and
resources on how to successfully
implement Reading Together®
Te Pānui Ngātahi. The series of
four workshops helps parents
and caregivers to support their
children’s reading at home.

Coming up...
Here turi kōkā (August)

Mahuru (September)

Tuia Te Ako

Festival of Adult Learning Ahurei Ākonga

Ararau: Vocational Pathways to Māori Learner Success
1-3 Here turi kōkā (August) 2018, Vodafone Events Centre,
Manukau More...

27th National Vocational Education and Training
Research Conference ‘No Frills’

Co-hosted by Ako Aotearoa & the Industry Training Federation
15-17 Here turi kōkā (August) 2018, Sydney More...

3-9 Mahuru (September) 2018 More...

Pacific Tertiary Education Forum

6-7 Mahuru (September) 2018, Victoria University Wellington
More...

International Literacy Day

8 Mahuru (September) 2018, More...
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