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Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa,
Greetings to you all.
In this issue:
Arohamai Literacy Horowhenua
(Levin) have tips on what has
worked for them, to make their
learning programmes successful
and sustainable.
A student from Literacy Bay of
Plenty has been on a weight
loss journey and has also been
developing his literacy skills as he
progresses through the writing
process. He shares the first draft of
his story that includes notation for
corrections and the final copy that
was prepared for publication in Te
Poupou* newsletter.
On the back page there are links to
videos for tips on using Office 365
and upcoming events.
Mauri Ora.

Arohamai Literacy Horowhenua
(ALH) Manager Piri Robinson is
continually looking for ways to
meet the needs of the Horowhenua
community.
ALH are developing and adapting
ACE1 learning programmes that
empower students to expand their
learning, grow their confidence,
gain qualifications and have access
to new opportunities.
Piri has some key points for making
learning programmes successful.
A needs analysis is essential to
identify what is available and
what is desired.

The needs analysis should,
where possible, include
collaboration with all likeminded stakeholders in the
community.
“We had to find a way to assist
these drivers. The impetus came
from the Police and from us to help
people become legal drivers, to
get them to their full licence. ACE
funding supports the tutor who
teaches the theory using the official
Road Code books as well as online
resources.”

* Poupou: Member Provider of Literacy Aotearoa

ACE: Adult & Community Education

1

ACE programmes are delivered to
learners in various locations, face-toface, in small groups or one-to-one.
The purpose of the Adult and
Community Education (ACE) Fund is to
provide community-based education,
foundation skills, and pathways into
other learning opportunities that meet
community learning needs.
The three priorities of ACE funding are
to:
•
•
•

target learners whose initial
learning was not successful
raise foundation skills
strengthen social cohesion,
enhancing a learner’s ability to
participate in society and economic
life. More…

Safe and legal on the road
The Learner Licence course offered
by ALH has been popular for many
years. But what tutors discovered
was that once students gained
their Learner Licence they didn’t
progress any further.
Many learners didn’t have access
to a car so they couldn’t practice
driving. They couldn’t pass the
Restricted or Full test because they
were too scared.
Piri says, “Our people, the first thing
they get asked when they go for a
job is: ‘Do you have a licence?’ So
they miss out.”

“We got funding from Horizons
(Regional Council: Safe Roads)
and bought a little car. Their
funding helps support the car costs
(insurance, registration and petrol)
and the costs for a driving mentor
to take them out on the road.”
(continued next page)
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Successful and sustainable in Horowhenua, continued.

Kōrero Māori + Tohu Māori

“Students can have three lessons
with the mentor to prepare them
for the test. On the day of the test,
they do a pre-test drive around to
settle their nerves. We have a 98%
pass rate,” says Piri.
There is no funding available for
the actual test application and
registration. Learners either have to
save or they can apply to MSD WINZ
and then pay it back later.
Programmes need to be
constantly evaluated.
Maintaining and expecting quality
programmes builds success
for learners, their whānau and
community, Te Poupou, and
stakeholders.
“The MSD has come back to us
to request additional learning
programmes with more CV writing
and mentoring. Their clients like
coming here. That manaaki and
kotahitanga is what their clients
really like. So quality can generate
sustainable programmes for our
stakeholders,” says Piri.
In order for programmes to be
sustainable, providers need to
be flexible in how they meet
the needs of students and
stakeholders.
“This was crucial for our driver
licence students. So now by
changing and aligning the
programme and ensuring we
had the tutors with the right
qualifications we can deliver new
programmes that are sustainable.”

ALH has been delivering Te Reo
Māori programmes for a number of
years, but learners wanted to have
their learning formally recognised
through a Tohu (qualification).

Life Skills
This year ALH started a Life Skills
programme for learners with special
learning needs. Students with
special needs are eligible to go to
high school till age 21.
Post-high school there are
limited opportunities for them to
participate in ongoing learning.
“We identified this as a need in
our community that had to be
met. (The colleges send them to
us.) These students need a slower,
thorough way for learning literacy
and numeracy,” says Piri.
The District Council is funding the
programme. Content includes
self-care and ways of gaining
independence, exercising and being
physically fit (with trips to the
swimming pool), personal hygiene,
getting to the doctor, nurse and
dentist, how to live in a house,
banking money, and looking at job
opportunities.
“The tutor knows how to teach this
group well, accommodating those
that need that unhurried support,
particularly when reading. We are
seeing improvement in their ability
to read, write and communicate.”
Some Life Skills students have gone
to work in the supermarket, with
the Council in the gardens, and in
the Cossie Club.
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“Te Wānanga o Aotearoa was not
offering learning programmes in
Levin and so we met with them and
have now partnered with them to
deliver Te Reo programmes,” says
Piri, “Te Reo Tutor Erimana is great
with our learners, encouraging
them as they learn pronunciation.”
The response has been enthusiastic.
Four groups are running Te Reo
Māori programmes that are divided
into Kōrero Māori (delivered by
ALH) and Tohu Māori (TWoA).

“They deliver in our whare… a lot
of the Tohu is written, and then
learners come to our Kōrero Reo to
reinforce the learning … so we’re
running them both. We went to the
Tohu Reo graduation and students
were rapt to be acknowledged and
received a Level 2 Certificate.”
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Student Writing: Draft to final; from 220kg to...
Charles, a student with Literacy Bay of Plenty, has written a story with
support from his tutor. Two pieces of his writing feature here.
He began with a first draft about his weight loss story.
He and his tutor spent a lot of time on sentence structure, etc. before this
draft was written. Then while proofreading, they highlighted text to be
corrected for the final copy.

My Weight Loss Journey
- By Charles (First Draft)
Hi my name is Charles. And this time last year I started my weight loss
journey, when I weighed in at 220kgs. Just one half of my problem, the
other being that I hurt myself at work and ended up having surgery on
my right shoulder, So I needed to lose weight to make it easier for my
injury to heal and to be healthier for me. Well comma, my dietician
came to me and talked to me about a new diet program and asked me
if I wanted to try it. It was called ‘Optifast.’ It was like a shake diet, 3
shakes a day and a salad. That’s all I had to eat every day or the first 3
months. This was very hard or me or the first three weeks. But I stuck
with it and made it work. Then the next three months I dropped to 2
shakes and 2 salads and 150 grams of protein. While I was on my diet
I started at the gym, two days a week. That was pretty hard because I
couldn’t even hop on the treadmill for more than 5 mins. Even trying
to bike was a struggle. Full stop even walking out side to the car was
a mission. Man I was over weight in a bad way. So I ended up walking
in the pool twice a week for an hour, that was mean and I loved it. I
started losing weight and man I started to feel real good. I stayed on
2 shakes for 5 months. Then after that I went down to 1 shake plus 1
meal and 2 fruit. That took me to December. Then on January I started
my 2 meals and fruit and salads. I was back to normal, eating well
comma that means. So while I have been on my weight loss journey
comma I used to weigh in at 220kgs I now weigh in at 170kgs and man
I feel real good.
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Charles: Student Writing, continued.
‘Charles’ Weight Loss Journey’ - the final copy follows below. For this piece
(and with the assistance of his tutor) Charles has:
•
•
•
•

Tightened the story content
Used punctuation more accurately
Created, more simple, meaningful sentences
Changed his story to use the third person singular.

Charles’ Weight Loss Journey

- By Charles (Final Copy)

A year ago Charles began his
weight loss journey. At this time
he weighed 220kg. He also had
hurt himself at work, and required
surgery to repair a right shoulder
injury.

Charles realised how over weight he
really was and how it was impacting
on his quality of life. He had to
abandon the gym at this stage as
it was physically too much for him.
Instead, Charles began walking in
the swimming pool three days a
week for an hour and using rubber
bands at home to improve his
strength for his shoulder daily.

Charles was referred to a dietician,
who suggested using a new
product on the market called
‘Optifast’. It consisted of a shake
meal replacement. Charles was to
have 3 shakes daily and a salad for
3 months. This was a struggle for
Charles, but he persevered, and he
lost weight.

After about two weeks of this
he went back to the gym where
he coped much better, while still
continuing in the pool which he
really loved.

Three months later Charles was
having 2 shakes daily, and 2 salads
and 150g of protein. He was losing
weight rapidly.

Charles was losing weight rapidly,
and really enjoyed how it made him
feel.
He maintained his 2 shakes a
day program for 5 months, then
he dropped to 1 shake a day for
3 months, then in January he
commenced a normal diet. He was
now eating 2 meals, fruit and salad
a day. He now weighs 170kg, and
still losing weight and feels terrific.

While he was dieting Charles also
began to work out at the gym,
two days a week. He found this
difficult he could not even hop on
the treadmill for more than 5 mins.
Trying to bike was a struggle, and
even walking outside to get in the
car from the house was a mission
for him.

...Charles is now developing strategies to transfer his newly gained skills into workplace material.
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What’s coming up in 2018?
Pipiri (June)

Hōngongoi (July) cont...

Mahuru (September) cont...

ACE Conference

ACE Aotearoa professional
development workshop:

Pacific Tertiary Education Forum

12-14 Pipiri (June) 2018, Wellington
Theme: Kia Mau, Tāmaua te Aka Matua
Becoming Global Citizens
More...

National Volunteer Week
17-23 Pipiri (June) 2018

Resources are available, with logos,
posters, certificates of appreciation,
banners for facebook and twitter.

From ‘pretty-dodgy’ to ‘better-gogy’ improving the teaching quality in the
ACE Sector
27 Hōngongoi (July) 2018, Lower Hutt.
Click here to register online. The
workshop is fully funded by the Tertiary
Education Commission so there is no
cost to attend.

Here turi kōkā (August)
Tuia Te Ako

National Volunteer Week 2018
celebrates the 1.2 million Kiwis who
are volunteering their time and skills to
our communities every year. The theme
this year, as voted by our members, is
Volunteers - Heart of our Community,
which captures the essence of what
volunteering is about; how their
efforts, compassion and time provide
a significant contribution, enriching
communities. More...

Industry Training Federation
Conference:

‘Skills for a changing world’,
26-27 Pipiri (June) 2018, Wellington
More...

Hōngongoi (July)
Literacy Aotearoa:
Te Hui ā Tau (AGM) &
National Planning Hui (NPH)
21 Hōngongoi (July) 2018,
Auckland

Ararau: Vocational Pathways to Māori
Learner Success
1-3 Here turi kōkā (August) 2018,
Vodafone Events Centre, Manukau
More...

27th National Vocational Education
and Training Research Conference
‘No Frills’

Co-hosted with Ako Aotearoa and the
Industry Training Federation
15-17 Here turi kōkā (August) 2018,
Sydney
More...

6-7 Mahuru (September) 2018,
Victoria University Wellington
More...

International Literacy Day
8 Mahuru (September) 2018

More...

ACAL Conference: Learning in
Diverse Communities

12-14 Mahuru (September) 2018,
Melbourne
More...

Learning Links
Using Office 365
Literacy Aotearoa personnel
throughout the country are
connected through Office 365.
Every eligible user has access to
many apps including the online
Microsoft suite (Word, Excel,
PowerPoint), Outlook (Mail),
Calendar, SharePoint – the location
of the Literacy Aotearoa Intranet).

Mahuru (September)

Links to videos on Office 365 basics
video training can show you how to
learn more in less than a minute…

Festival of Adult Learning
Ahurei Ākonga

Create Office Files:
Create, save and open files

3-9 Mahuru (September) 2018
More...
Launch: 1 Mahuru (September) hosted
by Rutherford College and the West
Auckland ACE Network.

Design Files:
Add, resize, and format text boxes
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