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Mahuru (September)

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa, Mālō e lelei, Greetings to you all.

In this issue of Tui tuia we look at how our members throughout the country responded to Mahuru (September)
opportunities by acknowledging students and tutors and reaching out to their communities to promote Literacy
Aotearoa services while telling their stories.

Mahuru Māori...
Mahuru Mātauranga
The month of Mahuru (September)
has provided so many opportunities
for learning with International
Literacy Day, Adult Learners’ Week
– He Tangata Mātauranga; Tongan
Language Week: Uike Kātoanga’i ‘o
e Lea Faka-Tonga and Te Wiki o te
Reo Māori (Māori Language Week).
The theme for Literacy Aotearoa for
2017 is Te Rito: Focusing on What
Matters… and for us this includes
listening, reading, writing, talking
and numbers. Throughout Te Wiki
o te Reo Māori these themes have
been shawed with the questions:
He aha te mea nui…?
Ko te panui; Ko te kōrero; Ko te
tuhituhi; Ko ngā nama.

International Literacy Day
The AM Show
8 Mahuru (Sept)
Ngā Poupou (Literacy Aotearoa
member providers) celebrated
International Literacy Day and
Adult Learners’ Week – He Tangata
Mātauranga with students, tutors,
whānau and their communities.

Duncan Garner talked with Te
Tumuaki Bronwyn Yates about the
impact of developing literacy skills
for adults at home and at work on
the ‘AM Show’ (Newshub).

There were award ceremonies
for outstanding students and
exceptional educators; shared
lunches; anniversaries; some mythbusting and scrabble games – large
and small.
A number of Poupou helped
students prepare for the upcoming
General Election with information
sessions facilitated by Electoral
Office staff.
The organisation also received
a nationwide audience with
Te Tumuaki Bronwyn Yates
interviewed on
the ‘AM show’.

“For people who want to actually
support their children either with
their homework or through their
employment we need to have
far more opportunities for adults
to engage in adult literacy and
numeracy programmes,” said
Bronwyn.
The clip was then used as #4 in the
‘Five things you need to know today’
segment and also replayed in the half
hourly news bulletins for the rest of
the show.
In addition, Stuff picked up the
Literacy Aotearoa International
Literacy Day press release. Literacy
Aotearoa also published a press
release for Te Wiki o te Reo Māori.
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Boating Education Literacy impacts on career
James O’Malley
(a past student
of Waiheke
Adult Learning)
and Peter
Isaacs (Business
Development
Manager
– National Office) were invited
to speak at the annual Tutor
Forum run by Coastguard Boating
Education in early September.
After the forum, Mike Brown
(General Manager Coastguard
Boating Education) said,
“At our annual tutor forum (2
September 2017) Peter Isaacs
and James O’Malley presented
an engaging and informative
account of the importance of
understanding how literacy
impacts on an individual’s career
trajectory. James’s compelling
personal narrative resonated
with the Coastguard Boating
Education tutors and his openness
made a deep impression on many
attendees.
As a result of Peter and James’s
presentation our tutors are more
aware of taking the time to
understand each learner’s needs
and are now more knowledgeable
about the services offered by
Literacy Aotearoa.
One tutor told me that this was the
most beneficial presentation he
had heard in the 6 years he’s been
attending.

Launching ALW-HTM in Te Whanganui a Tara, Wellington
Labour MP Grant Robertson hosted
this year’s national launch of Adult
Learners’ Week – He Tangata
Mātauranga at Parliament.
Literacy Aotearoa Wellington
(LAW) student Manjula Patel was
a highly effective and appreciated
guest speaker at the event. A video
of her speech can be viewed on the
New Zealand National Commission
(UNESCO)’s facebook page:
‘Five women, five learning stories’.

New Zealand National Commission (UNESCO)
8 September at 10:44 ·
“It’s never too late to learn! Today is International Literacy Day – a day to
celebrate lifelong learning and the positive impact education has on people’s
lives. Hear from five inspiring women about their learning journeys. These
women spoke at Parliament for the official launch of Adult Learners’ Week
this week, organised by ACE Aotearoa and supported by the NZ National
Commission for UNESCO. Each has an amazing story to tell – from rising
up through backgrounds of abuse and addiction, to discovering a love
of learning after dropping out of school, to studying English as a refugee
from Syria, to an Indian woman’s rediscovery of her self-identity and selfconfidence. What do YOU want to learn?”
To see more posts from the week check out the ACE Aotearoa facebook page
kept everyone updated on events taking place.

Prepping for Election 2017 - in Timaru and Glen Innes
Some Poupou invited advisors from
the Electoral Commission to talk
with students and tutors. In Timaru,
Literacy South Canterbury students
found out how to enrol for the
upcoming General Election.

I look forward to working with
Literacy Aotearoa to broaden our
organisation’s competency to
recognise and assist learners with
literacy difficulties.”

In Glen Innes, Adult Literacy Tamaki
Auckland (ALTA) students learned
facts and figures about the New
Zealand voting system from Electoral
Commission advisors.

http://www.boatingeducation.org.nz/
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On the street... in Glen Innes

Collaborating in Tauranga
In Tauranga,
Literacy Bay
of Plenty
partnered
with Tauranga
Public Libraries
and Altrusa
to celebrate
International
Literacy Day.
200 locals
answered three
quick survey

Adult Literacy Tamaki Auckland (ALTA) acknowledged
International Literacy Day with a stand outside their
new premises in central Glen Innes. Braving the torrid
wind, rain and very brief bouts of sunshine, the public
were invited to take part in Literacy and Numeracy Quiz
Activities. A local family won a trolley of groceries for
accurately estimating the cost of the groceries.

Bingo... in Kirikiriroa

questions to enter the draw for a
hamper which was kindly provided
by Countdown (Bureta Park).

In Kirikiriroa (Hamilton), Literacy
Waikato students played activity
bingo. To complete the bingo card
students could create a bookmark,
write a message on the wall,
practice origami, complete a word
search, play darts (and add up the
score), complete an Eye Spy quiz
and solve a crossword.

Student Writing in Pukekohe
17 students from Adult Learning
Franklin (ALF) in Pukekohe
participated in their annual Student
Writing Event. All students enrolled
at ALF were invited to contribute
to a booklet of student writing.
The students produced a variety of
interesting stories, including one in
graphic novel format.

On the airwaves in Kapiti
In Kapiti, Adult Learning Support
Kapiti promoted their services in
Paraparaumu and Otaki and hit the
soundwaves in an interview with
Coast Access Radio talking about
the wide range of programmes on
offer like the learner licence theory
test, preparing for applying for the
police force, or for polytech.
http://coastaccessradio.org.nz/index.php/
programmes/conversations
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Telling Tales at the local library in Dunedin
25 students from Literacy Aotearoa
Dunedin ‘told tales’ to an audience
at the Dunedin Public Library…

about how exploring the beaches,
parks and forests had changed her
experience of the place she now
called home.

Our lives are all made up of many
stories and everyone has a tale to
tell.

One retiree shared a humorous yarn
about his uncle Harry, while another

And that is exactly what more than
25 students did. In front of a crowd
of more than 60, students and
tutors all took to the lectern and
shared stories.

read about coping with her mother’s
death. One after another the stories
flowed . . . From childhood tales
of ‘digging to China’ to what kind
of food people eat in Iran. It was a
joyous mix. Long, short, funny, lighthearted, serious and sad . . . The
stories were heartfelt and delivered
with courage.
All the learners who spoke were
attending a variety of courses
including: Youth group, English
Conversation Work Ready, Speaking
Confidently, Family Stories, and
Men’s Communication.

The stories were sad, funny,
inspirational and informative.
Students shared stories, anecdotes
and poems that covered an
impressive range of topics. One
learner spoke of her battle with
bi-polar disorder, another of how
learning to play the piano had
changed her life.
A recent immigrant spoke of the
difficulties involved in coming to
a new country and another talked

Literacy Waitākere celebrated their
40th anniversary (1977-2017) with
a party and speeches. John Proctor,
Te Poupou chairperson, gave an
overview of what has happened in
those forty years.
Two students gave speeches about
their time at Literacy Waitākere
and how literacy tuition had helped
them. Will Flavell (Board member),
was an able MC, and there was a
crowd of around 85 learners, tutors,
staff past and present, community
leaders and politicians.

This fact was clearly demonstrated
when students and tutors from
Literacy Aotearoa, Dunedin
gathered together in the Dunedin
Public Library to celebrate Adult
Learners’ Week on September 8th.
“It is empowering and fun to share
stories about your life,” said Sandy
McKay, who tutors the Family
Stories writing group.

40 years x 2 = Dedication
Waitākere & Auckland North

Literacy Auckland North in
Glenfield, combined a number of
their learning groups throughout
the week for activities and games
and a shared lunch.

“It’s great to get together as a
Poupou like this and it’s really
inspiring to have people share their
stories,” said Co-Manager, Margaret
Bennett.
The afternoon concluded with some
lunch and a spot of harp playing from
‘Speaking Confidently’ tutor, Dale
Benson.
The Dunedin Poupou aim to put
together a hard copy collection of
their stories by the end of the year.

www.literacy.org.nz
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They also
marked their 40year anniversary
with past and
present tutors
and governance members.
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Myth-busting in Wellington

Hitting the newsstands
In Levin, Arohamai Literacy
Horowhenua celebrated and
promoted Adult Learners’ Week in
their local library and throughout
the town with an ‘Amazing Race’.

At the beginning of ‘the week’ Literacy Aotearoa
Wellington (LAW) launched a social media campaign
based on busting the myths around adult literacy in New
Zealand (https://www.facebook.com/Literacy-AotearoaWellington-182535858449260/) and saw their facebook
post reach more than 1700 people, increasing the
number of views on their page by 121%.

ALH students talked about their
learning and featured in the
‘Manawatu Standard’ newspaper.

LAW highlighted some of the most common misunderstandings they
come across in relation to adult literacy.
Myth 1 - The only adults with Literacy issues in NZ are migrants and
refugees

Miranda Cradock went to the
Arohamai Literacy Horowhenua
centre to learn mathmatics and
now works as a tutor there. Daniel
Bulman, below right, is her mentor.

Truth - 1 in 4 Adult New Zealanders struggle with some of the literacy
skills they need in their everyday life. 70% of Literacy Aotearoa
Wellington’s students are NZ born.
Myth 2 - You are either Literate or Illiterate
Truth - Most people are good at some things and struggle with others.
Many people can read and write but not well enough to do the things
they want. They have literacy issues or challenges but are not illiterate
Myth 3 - Literacy is just about reading and writing
Truth - Literacy (and numeracy) includes a range of skills for life. As
well as reading, writing and working with numbers, literacy is about
communication, technical skills (digital literacy) and life skills.
Myth 4 - If you didn’t learn it at school - you are just “thick”

(Photo David Unwin)

Taranaki Adult Literacy Services
organised an Open Day and had
prospective students and tutors
wander through the door to find
out about their services. They also
featured in the Taranaki Daily News
promoting their learning services.

Truth - People miss out on learning at school for a number of reasons.
Regardless literacy is not a measure of intelligence - it is a set of skills that
can be learned at any age or stage.

Meanwhile...
Meanwhile Literacy Feilding struggled with the wild and windy weather
at their annual Farmers’ Market event and were literally blown away.
Fortunately they were able to fly their flag on another day!

www.literacy.org.nz
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and last... but not least (for this issue...)

Exceptional Educators, Outstanding Learners
and tasty smoothies in Wairarapa

Whānau Day in Dargaville

Literacy Wairarapa celebrated two of their exceptional
educators, Grey Tuck and John Wilson; and two
outstanding adult learners: Mabel and Linda during
Adult Learners’ Week - He Tangata Mātauranga.

Te Roroa Learning Assistance celebrated Adult Learners’
Week by partnering with The Dargaville Library, The
Learning Hub, Te Uri o Hau Settlement Trust, People
Potential and Youth Services to hold a Whānau Day.
They also pushed a shopping trolley filled with
groceries around Dargaville township giveing locals the
opportunity to guess the cost with the whanau who
came up with the closest amount winning the groceries.

Other activities included discussions on the perils of
drinking and driving; and the benefits of good nutrition
in making healthy smoothies using fruit and vegetables.
A group of students visited Pak’n’Save using ‘Shop’n’Go’.
With ‘Shop’n’Go’ shoppers can use a hand held barcode
scanner to keep track of the total cost of groceries. You
can change your mind and remove items form your
scanned list, this can help you to stay within your budget.
After purchasing the groceries the group made tasty
smoothies (and couldn’t taste the vegetables!).

Staff from Te Roroa Learning Assistance dressed up as their
favourite book characters.

Music & sausage sizzle in Gisborne
Adult Literacy Turanga had a number of promotions and in collaboration
with Ka Pai Kaiti, Adult Literacy Turanga were at the Kaiti Mall market with
activities including live music. An exhibition of learners’ work and a free
sausage sizzle rounded out the week.

Goal 1: Te Kōmako

Goal 2: Te Rito

Goal 3: He Tāngata

Extending Our Reach:

Focusing on What Matters

Growing The Demand

Literacy Aotearoa Incorporated
Compass House, Level One, 162 Grafton Road, Grafton, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1010
Postal Address: Private Bag 78800, Grey Lynn, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1245
900 999
Phone:www.literacy.org.nz
(09) 302 0817 Email: admin@literacy.org.nz
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