
 

 

 

Issue No 8 – Mahuru (September) 2016 

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa, Greetings to you all…  

Earlier this month, adult learners and adult learning were celebrated 
throughout New Zealand.  The events began with the national launch of 
Adult Learners' Week – He Tangata Mātauranga in Whakatū/Nelson at 
the Nelson Museum on the 5th, hosted by Adult Learning Support.  

   
Adult Learners' Week launch – Whakatū/Nelson 

International Literacy Day took place on 8 Mahuru (September).  

Ngā Poupou of Literacy Aotearoa held activities that included students, 
their whānau, personnel and their local communities.  

In Kirikiriroa (Hamilton) there were indoor and outdoor activities 
organised by Literacy Waikato. So, why were there small groups of 
people wandering around in the neighbourhood, heads down and 
chasing clues? No, not Pokemon Go, but ‘Literacy Go’.   
“Our very low-tech version of this game asked learners to find clues in 
the windows of local businesses to match the ‘Litemon’ outline. On 
completion they received a bookmark with specifically designed Litemon 
on it,” says Louise Gaastra, manager Literacy Waikato. 

"We appreciate the chance each year to celebrate our learners and their 
achievements. Everyone enjoys the recognition and the fun activities. 
Our learners work so hard at meeting their goals that it is a pleasure to 
give them some recognition." 

 

 
‘Literacy Go’ in Kirikiriroa, 

(Hamilton) Literacy Waikato 

Literacy is  
listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, 
numeracy and critical 
thinking… 
…interwoven with the 
knowledge of social and 
cultural practices.  

Literacy empowers 
people to contribute to 
and improve society. 

* Poupou: member provider of Literacy Aotearoa 

http://www.adultlearning.co.nz/


International Literacy Day snaps  

 
(Photo Lucy Swinnen, the Wellingtonian) 

Fraser Wall and Helen Slater at  
Literacy Aotearoa Wellington. 

 

 
Literacy North Otago scrabbling 

 

 
Literacy North Otago  

working with numbers 

 

 
(Photo Paul Brooks,Wanganui Midweek) 

Felicity Halligan, Dr Deb Hill, & Stacey 
Ratana, Whanganui Learning Centre 

 

 

International Literacy Day celebrations 

Giant scrabble games popped up around the country with Literacy 
Aotearoa Wellington taking the lead at the Wellington Railway 
Station.  Adult Learning Support (Nelson) encouraged folks to make 
a word, while Literacy North Otago had giant scrabble on offer as 
well as a supersize multiplication matrix. 

Poupou opened their doors to the community, with students reading 
their own writing aloud at events. Certificates were presented 
acknowledging and celebrating students and tutors for their efforts.  

In Whanganui tertiary study scholarships were awarded to learners 
from the Whanganui Learning Centre.  One of the recipients, Felicity 
Halligan said,  

“I decided at the start of the year that I’m going to start living my life 
for me, and get qualifications behind me. I want my kids to be proud 
of me and see me getting a job and working towards something, so 
they can do it as well. That’s my big motivation.”  

In Dargaville, Te Roroa Learning Assistance held their annual 
scavenger hunt and a hikoi through the main street. Students 
featured in local newspapers telling how lives have changed after 
engaging in courses. 

Literacy Rotorua gave books away at Rotorua Hospital and held an 
‘Adult Learners’ lunch’ where students read their stories aloud. (See 
Karyn’s story on the back page).  

In an article in the Nelson Mail, Adult Learning Support community 
co-ordinator Elise Doyer said there was a growing need and demand 
for access to adult literacy programmes that included an increased 
dependence on technology and has noticed an increased demand for 
learning programmes from middle-aged labourers.  

“People get to a position where they realise that they can't find 
employment because they lack basic literacy skills ... they come to 
us in order to gain those skills."      Elise Doyer 

Andrew and Kathy registered with Literacy Tamaki nui a Rua 
(Dannevirke) last year to gain the skills to achieve their Class 2 driver 
licence and both were successful. They have both continued with 
other courses to improve their skills, making a difference for 
themselves, their whānau and their community and shared their 
story in the local paper. 

NOTE: All hyperlinks can be accessed here: http://literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/tui-tuia 

 

http://literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/tui-tuia
http://literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/tui-tuia
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


 

The Learning Centre and 
Whānau Family Support (Lower 
Hutt) had an action-packed 
week with ‘Money Week’ 
activities including ‘The price is 
right’, what to do with a $500 
windfall and giant scrabble. 
They also organised a ‘Random 
Acts of Reading’ event with 
assistance from Hutt City 
Libraries and closed their week 
with tasty treats for their ‘Hi 
and Low Teas’ get together. 

 

(Photo Ayla Miller, Kaipara Lifestyler) 
Tarati & Kamana Williams, Jess Rota 

& Stephanie Pattison.of Te Roroa 
Adult Learning (Dargaville) 

 

Literacy Rotorua at Rotorua Hospital 

 

 
Literacy Rotorua students & staff 

 

 
Literacy Tamaki nui a Rua, Dannevirke 

 
 

 
The Learning Centre and Whānau 

Family Support (Lower Hutt) 

 
Literacy Waikato 

 

 

 
‘Waiheke Marketplace’ article –  

front page news 

 

 
Waiheke Adult Learning - WaiDrive 

‘Waiheke Marketplace’ article 

 

To read all of the International Literacy Day  
newspaper articles go to: 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/news-releases  

 

Waiheke Adult Learning Centre 
celebrated the launch of 
WaiDrive – the first driving 
school on the island that 
provides driving lessons for all 
levels.  

Before now beginner drivers 
needed to travel across to 
Auckland for lessons. WaiDrive is 
a collaborative effort between 
Waiheke Police and the Learning 
Centre. 

 

   International Literacy Day, cont. 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/news-releases
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  Literacy Rotorua Adult Learners' Week Lunch - Karyn’s Story

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
                   

                   
              

               
                

            

               
              

             
          

              
               

             
             

                  
                 
   

            
                 

       

What Matters?

   

   

 

 

Karyn read this out during our lunch to celebrate 
Adult Learners’ Week. 

The other students were very impressed and it 
gave them the confidence to also stand up and 
reflect on their learning progress. 

Mary Longson, manager Literacy Rotorua 
 

To read all of the  
International Literacy Day  
newspaper articles go to: 

 http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-
do/news-releases  

 

It has been nearly a year and the 
improvement has been amazing. 

I don’t mind paper work and can spell 
and write sentences with ease, I get a 
buzz writing something that makes 
sense and is professional. I am 
starting to feel my reports are making 
a difference to the children we work 
with.  

And the best thing of all is that when 
the children ask me to read a story I 
can say, “You can choose the book”, 
and not be afraid it will be too hard for 
me to read. 

The improvement started small and 
now is huge my peers are 
commenting on my reports and I feel 
like I am equal, so thank you Mavis 
and Mary for making a huge 
difference in my life. 

During my childhood we moved a lot 
and I attended many different schools, 
by the time I was 15, I was unable to 
keep up with my peers and was asked 
to leave school. I asked my Mother if I 
could leave and she told me if I got a 
job I could leave. Many years later we 
were having a family Xmas and we 
started talking about school and I told 
my family that I had been asked to 
leave. Even though I was in my 40’s the 
look my mother gave me chilled me to 
the bone. I had never told her and she 
wasn’t impressed. 

I managed to get by with hands on 
jobs, and then found my dream job, 
which is the one I have now, working 
for Stand for Children. However I 
struggled with the amount of reporting 
and paper work and was given the 
chance to upgrade my education by 
coming to adult learning. 
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