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Rāpare (Thursday) 8 Mahuru (September)

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa, Greetings to you all…
What matters? Reading your medicine bottle, writing an email, talking
with your child’s teacher, and calculating the best deal at the
supermarket...
Literacy is listening, speaking, reading, writing, numeracy and critical
thinking, interwoven with the knowledge of social and cultural practices.
Literacy empowers people to contribute to and improve society.
International Literacy Day takes place on Rāpare (Thursday) 8 Mahuru
(September). Events will be held throughout the country to celebrate
adult learning, highlighting students who have participated in
programmes with Ngā Poupou of Literacy Aotearoa. We also celebrate
the managers, governance and practitioners who deliver these services.
This is our opportunity to promote the services provided by Ngā Poupou
and other adult learning organisations during Adult Learners' Week – He
Tangata Mātauranga. Adult Learning Support Nelson will host the
national launch of the week in Whakatū/Nelson at the Nelson Museum
on the 5th. We wish them all the best.
* Poupou: member provider of Literacy Aotearoa

You can visit the ACE
Aotearoa website to see
what is happening across
the sector during
Adult Learners' Week –
He Tangata Mātauranga,
Mahuru (September) 5-11

Literacy Aotearoa in Wairoa
Te Rito: Focusing on What Matters
Wairoa is a small town located on the northern shore
of Hawke's Bay, overlooking the Wairoa River.
Literacy Aotearoa in Wairoa, a small but growing
Poupou* offers learning programmes to local adults.
Manager Fay Tutahi is passionate about sharing her
skills and knowledge to guide adult learners in Wairoa
toward their literacy, numeracy and communication
goals and the confidence to get back into lifelong
learning. Learners come to Te Poupou via referrals
from a range of community organisations and by
word of mouth.
Fay has been collaborating with many Wairoa
community stakeholders to develop and grow
relationships. They include EIT, WINZ, MSD, WINZ, Te
Wānanga o Aotearoa, the Waikaremoana Trust
Board, and Kahungungu Executive. Fay also has
regular contact with managers from Adult Literacy
Turanga and Literacy Aotearoa Hawke’s Bay.
Recently students have experienced great outcomes
from their learning programmes. One group of eight
students referred from WINZ via Accomplish, enrolled
in an ILN* programme. After completing initial
assessments for each student, Fay was able to finalise
the programme content. Throughout the programme
students began building vocabulary, using spelling
strategies, punctuation, sentence structure, practising
the writing process, reading for meaning, and reading
aloud. They learnt times tables, place values, and how
to add, subtract and multiply 3-digit numbers. They
also learnt a karakia, a waiata, at least 20 new kupu
Māori and gained a basic understanding of Te Tiriti o
Waitangi.
Keys to the group’s success were being comfortable
in the learning environment, and having a say about
what they wanted to learn. This produced the group
goal of learning a karakia and a waiata, which began
each learning session.

Fay recalls, “One
particular game the group
loved was to start with a
given word - then make a
simple sentence with no
more than seven words
in it. You had to have a subject, verb, and/or
adjective. There was loads of laughter, laughing at
ourselves.”
For one session Fay showed the group a painting.
The students had to work together and construct a
range of open and closed questions to find out
about the painting and then put their questions to
the artist. In another session they learnt basic
drawing skills (shading, tonal, perspective,
grounding). They then put all those skills to work,
drawing props, from a box of eclectic items. From
there the students went on to story-telling in
pictures, using this idea in another language.

“It was an amazing process for all of us. After
completing the final assessments it was evident that
they had all progressed between 1-3 Steps on the
TEC Assessment Tool. Now they have enough base
skills to go into academic studies. Three students
have gone on to study at EIT* – one to train as a
social worker or teacher, and two to learn a higher
level on computers. Two have taken time out and
two have remained, utilising our new ‘Waiata
programme’, and ‘Kia hoki mahara’, our storywriting programme,” says Fay.
…continued next page

* Poupou: member provider of Literacy Aotearoa; ILN: TEC funded Intensive Literacy and Numeracy programme;
EIT: Eastern Institute of Technology; MSD: Ministry of Social Development; WINZ: Work & Income

NOTE: All hyperlinks can be accessed here: http://literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/tui-tuia

Literacy Aotearoa in Wairoa, cont.
Fay has in the past attended two workshops
facilitated by Hirini Melbourne, to learn how to
compose waiata. She uses the skills she gained
there to develop a Waiata programme for Te
Poupou.
Students in the Waiata programme have been
referred by local Iwi provider Kahungungu
Executive who run a Mental Health day
programme. Students are learning to compose
a waiata as a group while improving their
literacy and numeracy skills. The group is
immersed in Tikanga Māori and traditional
waiata.
Another flourishing Poupou relationship is with
Te Wānanga o Aotearoa. Second or third-year
Social Work students come to Te Poupou for a
40 or 60 day placement under supervision.
Once the strengths of the Wānanga students
are identified they help with administrative
duties, making resources, preparing the
learning environment, and observing tutoring.
“They receive induction and learn about how
we work with whānau. The relationship is full of
aroha, tautoko, manaaki and tikanga.”

What’s happening?
Have you seen the latest research on adult literacy and
numeracy?

http://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/series/surv
ey_of_adult_skills
•
•
•

Skills in New Zealand and around the world: Survey of
adult skills (NZ)
Skills at Work: Survey of Adult Skills (NZ)
Skills matter: Further results from the Survey of Adult
Skills (International)

NZ Vocational Education & Training Research Forum 2016
18-19 Whiringa ā rangi (October), Amora Hotel, Wellington

New Zealand’s largest forum dedicated specifically to
research on career-, work-, and skills-oriented education and
training. Hosted by the Industry Training Federation and Ako
Aotearoa. More info

Tutor Resources: NALA (Ireland)
Top tips for teaching reading, writing, maths and more.
https://www.nala.ie/tutors/top-tips

The profile of Literacy Aotearoa in Wairoa
continues to grow with an article in the local
newspaper, the Wairoa Star (Read the article).
“We have a lovely whānau down here. The
mahi is good mahi.”

Kahoot – getting everyone on the same page

Literacy Aotearoa Strategic Goals

‘Create, play and share fun learning games for any subject, for
all ages, for free.’
Kahoot is an online resource that can be used to get groups
working together using their digital devices (with an internet
connection), e.g. laptop, table or smartphone.
You can choose whether to create a quiz, survey or discussion.

The most popular format is the quiz where you create questions
and provide multi-choice answers. Your audience can play
individually or as a team.
A question appears on the facilitator’s screen and ‘players’
select an answer from their own device. Results appear on the
main (facilitator’s) screen.
You can create your own quiz from scratch or choose from
templates that are ready to play or adapt. You can make it more
exciting by adjusting the time allowed to respond and awarding
points. For a non-competitive option, create a survey.
Below is an image of a quiz created for a workshop from the
Literacy Aotearoa National Planning Hui. You can add photos
and screen shots to add your own flavour to the quiz.

Extending our reach

Focusing on what matters

Growing the demand

Coming up in Mahuru (September)

Adult Learners' Week
He Tangata Mātauranga
5-11 Mahuru (September)

Adult Learning Support
(Nelson) will be hosting the
launch of ALW-HTM more…

International Literacy Day
8 Mahuru (September)

NOTE: All hyperlinks in this issue
can be accessed here:
http://literacy.org.nz/what-wedo/tui-tuia

Find out more:
https://getkahoot.com/support/faq/
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