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Literacy Aotearoa Mission Statement:
‘to develop, promote and deliver accessible, quality literacy services designed to
ensure the peoples of Aotearoa are critically literate.’

Our Strategic Goals are:

Our theme for 2015:

Kaupapa – Walking the Talk;
Mahi Tahi – Partnership and Collaboration; and
He Whānau Ako – Communities of Quality Practice.

Tūturu – Keeping it Real
(Tūturu: real, true, actual,
authentic, original)

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa,
Greetings to you all…
Each year we reflect on our mission statement, our
kaupapa and our strategic goals as we consider the
external factors that are forecast to impact on the
services we provide. Key to the reflection is the
opportunity for tutors, managers and governance
members from Ngā Poupou, the member
providers of Literacy Aotearoa, to participate in
ongoing learning and professional development
each year. This helps promote and maintain best
practice and to provide services that meet the
specific needs of adult learners (enrolled with
Literacy Aotearoa) throughout the country.
Kanohi ki te kanohi, (face-to-face) is a valuable and
preferred way to transfer knowledge. Last month,
Ngā Poupou managers met in Tāmaki Makaurau to
review statistics and outcomes from 2014; to
discuss Literacy Aotearoa projects and priorities
for the year ahead; and to explore strategies for
engaging with government in consultation on
policy initiatives relevant to the adult education
sector.
Marina Mathews (Partner, Chen Palmer)
presented a political overview stressing the
importance of engaging with government. She
noted the strategic use of ‘Briefings to Incoming

Ministers’ (BIMs) to see keep abreast of
government priorities and identify the portfolios
relevant to Literacy Aotearoa. Gill Thomas
(Pathways Awarua) talked about the continuing
development of the Pathways Awarua online
learning resource including the planned addition of
the New Zealand Road Code this year.
A number of Literacy Aotearoa personnel recently
attended the eighth Māori and Pasifika Adult and
Community Education Hui Fono in Ōtautahi
(Christchurch) - read more on the next page.
Next month Ngā Hui Heke, the three regional hui of
Literacy Aotearoa, will commence. These hui
provide Ngā Poupou with specific professional
development opportunities relevant to each region.
In Hōngongoi (July) the annual Literacy Aotearoa
Hui ā Tau and National Planning Hui will take place
for tutors, managers and governance members of
the organisation. Keynote speakers and workshop
presentations will capture the theme in ways that
keep it real for adult literacy educators and service
providers of Literacy Aotearoa.
Online resources make professional development
opportunities available to a much wider audience.
This issue highlights resources that may assist
learners to achieve their goals.

Te Ako Tiketike – a model for successful Māori
workplace learners). As a result of this opportunity,
the educators were able to view their learners
differently and to adapt their teaching style, creating
more positive learning outcomes and relationships in
the classroom.

Māori and Pasifika Adult and Community
Education Professional Development Hui Fono
25-26 Hui tanguru (February) 2015

The Hui Fono is a unique space that brings together
Māori and Pasifika working in adult and community
education. The purpose of Hui Fono is to provide a
space for professional learning, for and by Māori and
Pasifika.
This year’s Hui Fono was held at Te Puna Wānaka, CPIT
in Ōtautahi (Christchurch) and aimed to explore the
importance of intergenerational lifelong learning for
Māori and Pasifika in ACE and the role of elders and
youth in the transmission of knowledge.
Staff from Literacy Aotearoa national office and a
number of Poupou (member providers) who attended
found the cultural diversity of participants colourful
and engaging with Pasifika participation greater than in
previous years. They also remarked on the significant
age range of attendees. The deliberate inclusion of the
‘Youth voice’ with keynote speakers such as Riki Welsh
and Josiah Tualamalii brought energy and vibrancy to
the discussions on Pasifika Youth Identity in Aotearoa
on the academic, social and spiritual wellbeing of
Pasifika Youth and on Pasifika Youth involvement in
decision making.
While participants enjoyed all of the keynote speakers
and workshop presenters their attention was
particularly captured by the journey of keynote
speaker Dr Catherine Savage (Ngāi Tahu), Director, Ihi
Research & Development. Catherine is walking the talk
in Ōtautahi, developing initiatives to improve
relationships between Māori workplace learners and
their teachers. In one project many of the educators
came from a cultural background different from the
learners. The educators participated in noho marae to
learn about different ways to engage with Māori
learners and to consider the key characteristics present
when Māori learners are successful (as identified in

A key message received from keynote speaker Hana
O’Regan was that it doesn’t matter what culture you
are, you have to revitalise your language… only you
can do it. This is something Parekawhia Albert (Adult
Literacy Franklin tutor) plans to implement
immediately with learners at Te Poupou… one kupu at
a time.
Participants found the closing of the Hui Fono, the
poroporoaki, very powerful as the paepae provided the
opportunity for all, regardless of age or gender, to
participate in sharing their reflections. The input
provided by the youth was enjoyed by all, and the
wisdom of kaumātua Dr Te Huirangi Waikerepuru of
Taranaki, who carried to Ōtautahi, the mauri from the
2014 Hui Fono held in Taranaki, was evident
throughout the Hui Fono, especially during the
poroporoaki.

Kupu (words)

Meaning:

poroporoaki

leave-taking, farewell

noho marae

staying at a marae

Weblinks:
To see more about the Hui Fono go to:
http://www.aceaotearoa.org.nz/events/hui-fono
Link to ACE Aotearoa Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/ACE.Aotearoa

2014 Literacy Aotearoa Travelling Books Project
The 9350 Travelling Books released throughout Aotearoa New
Zealand during Adult Learners' Week - He Tangata Mātauranga
last September have continued to find their way around the
country and around the world.

Travelling Book finders say:
‘The Fierce Little Woman and the Wicked
Pirate’, found in Wellington:
Absolutely brilliant - I took this
home to read to my children as
their bed time story. Will pass it
on so someone else can give
their child a nice surprise!

‘Just One More’ found at the Invercargill
Airport: Awesome idea and am
looking forward to passing this on
when I travel in 4 weeks.

Podcasts – Engaging
with Pasifika learners
Anthony Faitaua (Pasifika Facilitator
CORE Education) co-presented a
workshop with Anaru White on ‘Using
Digital Technologies to Empower Māori
and Pasifika Learners’ at the Hui Fono.
Anthony has a number of podcasts on
the CORE website that may provide
some insight for those involved in
programme delivery.
The website has a Pasifika section,
focussing on Pasifika learners and ways
of learning http://www.coreed.org/professional-learning/pasifika

One example is ‘Putting the ‘e’ in
Pasifika’ (e-learning) with a podcast
entitled: ‘In order to teach you, I need to
know you.’

The idea is to pick up a book, read it, enjoy it, then pass it on to
someone else, or leave it in a safe, dry place for someone else to
discover. Finders have logged on to the Literacy Aotearoa website
to tell us which book they found, and where they found it.
One goal of the Travelling Books project is to share the joy of
reading around the country and around the world and this
appears to have achieved over and over again.
Another goal was to raise awareness of the work that we do and
the services we offer. We have had new learners enrol in
programmes and potential new tutors have contacted providers
to find out more about how we work.
The project is a collaboration between Literacy Aotearoa, New
Zealand Post, and publishing houses Huia, Random House, Gecko
Press, Scholastic and Auckland University Press.
To find out more about Literacy Aotearoa Travelling Books, go to
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php

More on CORE (NZ)
The CORE website has a large catalogue of resources relevant
to practitioners in Aotearoa: http://www.core-ed.org/
Click on the Professional
Learning tab, then on
the Resource section to
find:
● Podcasts - divided into
6 sections: leadership,
literacy & numeracy,
Māori, modern learning,
Pasifika, and schools. http://www.core-ed.org/thoughtleadership/podcasts

● ‘ED talks’ - a CORE initiative that contains video footage of
interviews, discussions, and presentations from thought
leaders, innovative educators, and inspirational learners.
http://edtalks.org/

● And many more learning resources: http://www.coreed.org/professional-learning/learning-resources

2015 Events for your Calendar
Paenga whāwhā (April)

'Building Strength with Numeracy' is an Australian
online resource for tutors to use with adult
learners.
The resource comes with background information,
tutor guidance, a collection of activity sheets and
answers. Topics include:






Building Positive Attitudes to Numeracy
Exploring Numbers
In the Head Calculations
Fractions
Percentages

‘The resource revises and improves on the iconic
numeracy resources 'Strength in Numbers' and
'Breaking the Maths Barrier', and other 'tried and
true' numeracy teaching resources developed by
Beth Marr and other experienced numeracy
teachers.’ http://www.valbec.org.au/buildingstrength-with-numeracy/index.htm

Te Heke Tuarua / Region Two,
Host: Literacy Aotearoa Hawke's Bay. 28-29/04/15
Haratua (May)
Te Heke Tuatahi / Region One,
Host: Adult Literacy Franklin. 5-6/05/15
Te Heke Tuatoru / Region Three,
Host: Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin. 13-14/05/15
Pipiri (June)
● National Volunteer Week NZ more...
● ACE Conference more...
Hōngongoi (July)
Te Hui ā Tau & National Planning Hui.
Tūturu: Keeping it Real
● Te Wiki o te reo Māori - Māori Language Week:
Theme 'Ngā Mātua / Whāngaihia te reo Māori ki ngā Mātua'
more...

More feedback from Travelling Book finders:
‘Never Go Back’ by Lee Childs, found at Fiji Beach
Resort and Spa, Denarau, Fiji: I was so thrilled
to pick up the book and realise it is a

(UK)
‘Citizen Maths’ is a free, self-paced, online maths
course. There are five modules in the course,
starting with proportions. Each module contains
short online videos and hands-on activities.

'Travelling Book'. Good on you I hope
they are going far and wide.

‘Dream Fish Floating’, found in Whanganui:
This is such a brilliant scheme - I'll be keeping
my eyes open for more travelling books, and
I'm telling all my friends about it! I loved
Karlo Mila's poetry, yet would probably not
have chosen this from the library. Thanks for
broadening my horizons!

‘Project Huia’ found at the Kiwi North Museum, Kiwi
House & Heritage Park, Whangarei: Great idea.
Every public place can now share great books
with the community. This is a lovely book:
adventure and nature together.

