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Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa...
In this issue, students in the Far North use a scientific
approach in their learning as they develop their
language, literacy and numeracy skills while
researching, collaborating, and investigating in a
perfect example of embedded literacy.
In Tauranga, an apprentice transfers reading skills
developed at home to his workplace with positive
results as he works towards his qualification.
The tutors working with learners at Ngā Poupou
(Literacy Aotearoa member providers) are innovative
and focussed on providing learner-centred
programmes that assist people to achieve their goals.

Ka nui te mihi ki a ngā kaiako.

What is embedded literacy and numeracy?
Embedded literacy and numeracy combines the
development of literacy and numeracy with the
development of vocational and other skills. It
includes opportunities to improve reading,
writing, speaking, listening, number,
measurement and statistics competencies, as
defined in the Learning Progressions along with
the existing programme of learning. In an
embedded approach, literacy and numeracy skills
are taught within course content and skill
development, not in separate unrelated blocks of
learning. There is also explicit assessment of
literacy and numeracy skills alongside assessment
of other course outcomes. (TEC 2009)

Honey bees are a keeper Language, Literacy and Numeracy in the Frame
Hine Lelievre is Far North Adult Literacy’s very own Beekeeping entrepreneur,
oyster farmer, ocean biologist and small businesses tutor mentor. Here she
channels her passion into her role as a literacy tutor and looks at reading,
speaking, listening, and numeracy activities within the industry she has helped
so many others develop throughout the Far North. These activities correspond
brilliantly with the TEC definition of embedded literacy (above right). Hine’s
programme objective is to enhance the ability of her learners to achieve some
Level 1 and 2 Literacy and Numeracy unit standards that credit towards the
NCES Level 1 or NCEA Level 1.
Week 1: Hine starts the programme with form filling. All students role-play and
enrol to become registered beekeepers. The week is about becoming familiar
with beekeeping language and online research activities.
Week 2: Hine has students reading text and researching bees in preparation for
when she introduces them to the hives. This is where the excitement for them
all begins.
…continued next page

Reading Bee Frames

GENESIS: a new aspiring
entrepreneur and Beekeeper
Week 3: Genesis investigates the
hives for diseases, a topic the group
have been researching (Learning
Progression: Reading Texts with
Understanding). Genesis identifies an

infected hive as he recognises a
similar image seen during Week 2’s
lessons.

Genesis identifies the disease
AFB in one of the hives.

Hine investigates the
hive further to confirm
the disease.

The group later discovers four
other hives infected.

The infected hive
creates an opportunity

Reading Text

for Hine to introduce her learners to
a network of registered local bee
keepers, business owners and
specialist environmentalists as Hine
is now having to facilitate
discussions with her learners and
local keepers about managing the
environmental and business risks.
Week 4: Here we see a very proud
Genesis who designed and built his
very first base for a new hive - a
numeracy lesson. (Learning
Progression: Measure and interpret
shape and space)

Genesis is loving the programme
and now instead of researching
gangs and rap music he is studying
the life of bees.

“I just can’t get enough
Miss, this course is honestly
the best thing I’ve ever
done. I love it.”
For more on the Learning Progressions:
http://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.c
om/resources/354426

All five hives are sealed and
destroyed.

Empowered – Paul MacGregor, a tutor from Literacy
and Language Bay of Plenty, writes…
As a tutor, you commit yourself to helping someone come
closer and closer to who and where they want to be in life.
Week-by-week, you give a little while they give a lot.
Week-by-week, you see them grow in their literacy and
numeracy skills and in self-confidence. This growth is not
only work-related but impacts every aspect of their lives.
Some recent experiences: One reading-shy student was
having difficulty finding opportunities to practise his
reading, especially at home, where he 'flatted' with
several mates. Very self-conscious of how long he would
spend on each page, he would turn the pages prematurely
just to appear to be a 'normal' reader. Consequently he
gave up trying and his only reading was limited to
grappling with his apprenticeship assignments while at
work. My suggestion was for him to undertake some
'toilet-training' and to leave some Motoring magazines in
the 'flat' toilet. The pile of Motoring magazines, and his
long 'enthroned residencies' attracted little suspicion
amongst his mates, but little-by-little his reading began to
improve. Motoring magazines, coupled with his weekly
tutor support and his new-found determination to push
on with his assignments, saw him turn a learning corner –
empowered.
Work-wise two very significant benefits soon became
apparent. Firstly, our young apprentice began to become
more confident reading his training manuals and
completing his assignments. The frustration of not having
high literacy skills, a frustration that had burdened him
most of his life, began to dissipate and was replaced by a
quiet 'can do' attitude. First steps but very significant
ones.
Secondly, in the workshop, our apprentice was better able
to read the workshop manuals before commencing jobs,
and not just be guided by the 'parts' diagrams and
guessing the unfamiliar spaces in his reading of the text.
A crucial note advising: "Do not press on the bearing" or
"Make sure the groove on the drift is towards the bearing
and the centre of the bearing sleeve", could be easily
misread or missed completely. (See right)
As our apprentice summed it up, he has moved from a
lifetime of being 'the victim' and a survivor, to being an

'achiever' and conqueror. As he
experienced the first exciting steps of
confidence, inspired by his new sense of
'being in control' of his life and his learning,
he told me that six months ago he couldn't
read the work manuals. Now his eyes are

not 'jumping ahead' and leaving out
blocks of text, and he feels able and
willing to persevere and read the
instructions. His assignments are now
exciting, not threatening. He is no longer
experiencing anger and frustration when he
faces a page of text. Rather he sees it as an
achievable challenge and 'a ticket' to his
goal of one day being the workshop
supervisor.
Another student recently told me that
before linking up with Literacy Aotearoa, he
was about to give up on his apprenticeship
studies. Now 11 months later, the rate of
'returned for repair' assignments has
dropped dramatically to a rare occurrence
and he too has a sense of 'can do'. He has
just bought a house and with great pride,
he told me this week, "I read all the

paperwork and bank documents myself.
I couldn't do THAT a year ago."
Empowerment! Never under-rate it!

Making a difference – Literacy Waikato

Tutor Resources – NALA (Ireland)

Kia ora Literacy Waikato Whānau!
I rang up this morning but I just had to email and
let you all know just how fabulous you really are.
I brought possibly one of the most literacyneglected gentlemen I had met in a really long
time, well over 3 months ago now, and I wanted
to email to let you know that you have made an
awesome difference in (learner’s) life.
His confidence has lifted, he is confident to read
with his children now.
You have definitely made a contribution of
consequence to this man’s life and the life of his
children.
He even considered looking at (long term) being a
RTLB in schools! This man’s journey is an amazing
success story all round, thank you so much for
your contribution of consequence Literacy
Waikato!
Ngā mihi.

https://www.nala.ie/tutors/writeon/resources
The NALA website has been updated recently and
has a page called ‘Tutors’ Corner’. This page has
“teaching, training and reference material. It also
has hundreds of free downloadable worksheets.”
Categories on the Tutors’ Resources page
include:







reading
writing
using technology
health and safety awareness
computer skills
internet skills

Some of these resources may be appropriate to
use ‘as is’ with learners, others may need to be
adapted to suit their particular needs and to
make relevant to the context in New Zealand, e.g.
currency, metric measurement, locations, etc.

Travelling Books $50 Prezzy Card winners:
Two Travelling Book finders are selected each month after registering
online at http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php
Mahuru (September) winners:



Harriet of Glen Innes found ‘Hostile Shores’
Alicia found ‘Sheep with Boots’ in Hastings.

Whiringa ā nuku (October) winners:



“It was a cool book to read and how a
fox was hungry and found sheep in a
barn and the scam he set to eat him
and ended up being friends.”

Lucy of Wainuiomata found ‘Snake and Lizard’
by Joy Cowley in Levin.
Jo found ‘Dream Fish Floating’ by Karlo Mila in Whanganui.

For more info about Travelling Books go to :
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php

This is such a brilliant scheme - I'll be
keeping my eyes open for more
travelling books, and I'm telling all my
friends about it! I loved Karlo Mila's
poetry, yet would probably not have
chosen this from the library. Thanks for
broadening my horizons!

