
 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Leadership Award 

National Centre of Literacy and 

Numeracy for Adults (NCLANA) 

Congratulations to Bronwyn Yates 

QSM, Te Tumuaki of Literacy 

Aotearoa for receiving the National 

Centre's Inaugural International 

Literacy Day Award.   

“The award is in recognition of 

Bronwyn's tireless work, undertaken 

with great dedication and 

determination over more than two 

decades, to enhance adult 

literacy/numeracy learning and 

teaching in Aotearoa for all New 

Zealanders and particularly for 

Māori.” 

Issue No 8 – Mahuru (September) 2012 

Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā 

koutou katoa.  Greetings to you all.  

Mahuru (September) is a month of celebration for learners and 

educators throughout Aotearoa with International Literacy Day 

(on the 8th) and Adult Learners' Week – He Tangata Mātauranga.  

And throughout the celebrations, the mahi continues as Ngā 

Poupou personnel and National Office staff roll out a number of 

new learning programmes.   

Literacy Aotearoa is working on several new programmes together 

with Te Puni Kōkiri.  An Induction Hui for the 10 Poupou that will 

be delivering Whānau Literacy, Language and Numeracy (LLN) 

programmes in collaboration with a school or early childhood 

education provider took place last week.  Further induction hui will 

be taking place in the coming weeks for Ngā Poupou managers and 

other stakeholders, who will be providing one of the following two 

programme types: Whānau-based literacy programmes to enhance 

Te Reo Māori and English delivered in collaboration with Te 

Ataarangi in five locations; and literacy programmes delivered by 8 

Poupou in collaboration with the Parent, Families and Whānau 

(PFW) team from the Ministry of Education to support the parents they work with.  Another programme to 

be rolled out will be raising the achievements of 30 Māori Apprentices and Trainees enrolled with six ITOs. 

A Wellbeing Framework for Māori Hui was held last week to confirm the content of assessment material to 

be used in a trial with five Poupou and one external provider starting next term.  Current initial assessment 

resources will form part of the assessment material, together with additional questions focussing on 

wellbeing measures for Māori learners.  It is anticipated that the trial will be extended to other Poupou next 

year.  

Literacy Aotearoa was represented by Serenah Nicholson (The Learning Centre & Whānau Family Support) 

and Herena Te Wano (National Office) at the ‘Inspiring Financial Literacy in Auckland’ event hosted by 

COMET.  Later this month, Literacy Aotearoa will host Māori and Pasifika providers, Budgeting Services, and 

other Pacific organisations in establishing a collaborative network to focus on Improving Māori and Pasifika 

Financial Literacy. 

Through these and many other initiatives, Literacy Aotearoa strives to carry out its mission... ‘to develop, 

promote and deliver accessible quality literacy services designed to ensure the people of Aotearoa are 

critically literate’.  Nō reira, e ki ana te whakatauki: Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini.  

Success is not the work of one, but the work of many.  Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 



  

A Folding Story from Kapiti

 

Students, tutors and visitors to Adult Literacy Aotearoa Kapiti 

contributed their own ‘twist’ to the folding story during 

Adult Learners' Week – He Tangata Mātauranga.  

Every week they found themselves faced with the climb.  

Up they come full of high spirits only to find that today 

was a public holiday and the mountain that R, C, E and N 

were going to climb was closed due to really bad weather 

and it was too dangerous to climb.  So as not to dampen 

our spirits we decided that we were going to R’s for a 

feed and a drink.   

After a good feed and drink we all went home to 

Paraparaumu and had another drink at Cobb & Co and got 

drunk, then we went back to C’s and stayed the night 

there we didn’t get any sleep at all we ended up with a 

hangover, as I was hangover the edge of the cliff all I 

could think about was chocolate.  My favourite chocolate 

is fruit and nut.  I find it hard to have just one piece so it 

doesn’t last very long.  Enough is enough it is time to get 

up and go for a long ride on my bike.  In my agitated mind, 

a ride will release pressures with sights seen, this also 

would relax me.   

So I hopped on my Harley motorbike, the one with the 

ape-hangers and blasted off down the highway in search 

of three DVDs, a bottle of wine and two pizzas, one or two 

juice drinks and 3 sushi rolls after a long walk on the 

beach, the two of them returned to the motel and spent 

ages in the spa laughing over the thought of the getaway 

to some beautiful island where the sun always shines.  

There to swim in the crystal-clear waters, to lounge on 

the beach and forget the life I left behind.   

The handsome young Prince came striding down the golden 

beach with my delicious cocktails.  He passed it to me 

while I was lying attractively on my sun chair.  His blue 

eyes bored into mine as my heart beat furiously in my 

breast “pass the suntan lotion please”.  He passed me the 

suntan lotion.  I began to apply it.  I asked if he could do 

my back.  He was willing and I felt a great sense of relief 

that being pain free was a possibility.  What I didn’t 

expect to happen was a huge ball of fire to appear on my 

left hand side it nearly got me.  I’m cooking a Shepherd’s 

pie tonight.  Also having rice pudding, but it is poisonous 

and will blow the heads off everyone who eats it.  Except 

for the dessert which is chocolate!  Happy is cool because 

it is cool being happy and gives you good heart.  Keeping 

you healthy will!  

ALW-HTM–ILD 2012

 

Exceptional educators and outstanding 

adult learners were acknowledged up and 

down the country for the effort they put 

in to learning and teaching literacy and 

numeracy skills. 

Learners, tutors, and passers-by took part 

in a range of activities during Adult 

Learners' Week – He Tangata Mātauranga 

and on International Literacy Day.   

The activities required participants to 

listen, think and talk about letters, words 

and numbers to achieve successful 

outcomes.  These included origami, 

knitting, tower construction (with 

balloons and sellotape), outdoor and 

indoor giant scrabble in English and Te 

Reo Māori.  One Poupou had a ‘folding 

story’ where anyone who felt inclined 

could add a sentence, or two, to create a 

community story (see right). 

 

 
Literacy North Shore 

 
Literacy Rotorua 

A compilation of Ngā Poupou reports on how 

the day and week were celebrated will be 

published later this year. 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


 

 

 

 

   Financial Literacy – Shrink your dumb debt

 

Shrink – is a recently launched campaign focused on getting 

New Zealanders out of the red and into the black.  It 

encourages them through advertising on TV, bus shelters 

and online, to shrink their dumb debt (high interest debt  

that is avoidable).   

Research by Colmar Brunton  

shows us that 42% of New  

Zealanders with credit cards do  

not pay them off in full each  

month.  Reserve Bank figures  

show that interest-bearing debt on credit cards in April this 

year equalled $3.6 billion, which means New Zealanders are 

paying significant amounts on high interest credit card debt 

– money they could otherwise do with themselves. 

The ‘Shrink’ campaign is based on:  

 Think – make a plan for your money and prepare for 

the unexpected;  

 Shrink – there’s dumb debt and productive debt.  Pay 

off dumb debt as fast as you can;  

 Grow – save regularly and invest for the long-term. 

 

 

For further information www.sorted.org.nz/shrink or to give 

feedback, please contact Anna Griffiths at 04 494 6290 or 

anna.griffiths@cflri.org.nz .  Posters (shown above) can be 

ordered in two sizes: A2 and A4.  To request your free set of 

posters please email Jasmine Baker at GSL Network on 

jasmine@gslnetwork.co.nz and state the following: 

Subject: Set of SHRINK posters 

Size: [A4 or A2] / Quantity: [number of sets you need] /  

Delivery address: [please state your street address, suburb and 

town/city] 

Contact phone number: [including STD number]  

Contact name: [for addressing the parcel] 

 Takirau in the News

 

 

Takirau Rapata, a learner from Adult 

Learning Support Nelson, shared his 

learning journey with his community  

recently, when he featured on the 

front page of his local newspaper in 

Nelson.  Takirau’s story is one that 

many adult literacy learners can 

relate to. 

After months of eyeing the entrance 

to Adult Learning Support in 

Montgomery Square, Takirau 

swallowed his pride in February and 

walked up the stairs, through the 

door and asked for help.  For the next 

six months he attended two hours of 

classes a day, three days a week. 

“I was determined to learn because I 

needed to read and write,” Takirau 

said. 

Takirau tells of his participation in the 

Literacy Aotearoa National Student 

Writing Event held in Auckland last 

month.  He also shares his goals for 

the future, “I want to be a teacher of 

both English and Māori.” 

To read the article, go to: 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-

releases.php#Sept2012  

http://www.sorted.org.nz/shrink
mailto:anna.griffiths@cflri.org.nz
mailto:jasmine@gslnetwork.co.nz
http://www.sorted.org.nz/shrink
http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-releases.php#Sept2012
http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-releases.php#Sept2012
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


 

 
Resource tip 1 

 

Building vocab in Te Reo Māori and Tongan  

Digital Dialects is a website with resources in many 

languages including Te Reo Māori and Tongan.  In 

the Te Reo Māori section, the ‘vocabulary builder’ 

provides an opportunity for tutors and learners to 

search their memory banks to select the correct 

word in Te Reo Māori to match a word in English.  

Immediate feedback is given.  Try testing yourself: 

http://www.digitaldialects.com/Maori.htm 

 

(Thanks to ACEnet Resource of the Week for sharing this link) 

 

Resource tip 2 

 

Self-paced learning tool for internet basics 

ForwardIT is an online self-paced learning tool 

designed to teach basic internet skills.  Topics 

include online safety, using email, Skype and instant 

messaging, social networking, searching the 

internet, using a tablet and shopping online.  'For 

employees' includes tutorials on using computers 

and the internet in work contexts.   

There is a lot of text on each page of this site which 

may prove daunting for learners.  As always, take a 

look at the resource before sharing with learners, 

adapt and provide support as necessary. 

http://www.forwardit.sa.gov.au/  

(Thanks to Literacy Works for sharing this link)  

 

 

 Travelling Books Launch 2012

 

We are excited to announce the launch of 

Travelling Books 2012.  Literacy Aotearoa and 

New Zealand Post are pleased to offer 

communities the gift of Travelling Books. 

Their Excellencies The Governor-General of New 

Zealand Lieutenant General, The Right 

Honourable Sir Jerry Mateparae, GNZM, QSO, 

and Lady Janine Mateparae will launch the 2012 

Travelling Books Project from Government House 

in Auckland, on 31 Whiringa ā nuku (October). 

Thousands of books with this label will be 

released throughout the country by our member 

providers.   

  

On the inside cover of each book readers will be 

encouraged to: 

Take this book with you, read it... and when 

you're finished leave it in a safe and dry public 

place for someone else to find. 

Thanks to Huia Publishers, Random House, 

Gecko Press, and Scholastic for their support in 

this project. 

Find out more about Travelling Books: 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php 

http://www.digitaldialects.com/Maori.htm
http://www.forwardit.sa.gov.au/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/

