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Kaupapa: Walk the Talk - NPH 2012
Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa,
tēnā koutou katoa. Greetings to you all.
The theme for this year’s National Planning Hui was Kaupapa: Walk the
Talk. The three Kaupapa strands from the theme were: Te Tiriti o
Waitangi; Student Centred; and At No Direct Cost: Rights-Based
Education and Social Justice.
This year over 200 people participated in the hui, filling their kete with
the words, ideas and stories from guest speakers, fellow practitioners,
governance members, managers, workshop presenters and students.
The three-day programme began with Te Hui ā Tau (AGM) on day one,
followed by a series of workshops on day two, and closing with a
Student Writing presentation and a 30th anniversary lunch.
Walking the talk was not only an aural and oral experience, but a
physical one for those that were truly committed. An early morning
hikoi around the Panmure Basin was the energiser to start off the day.
Tai Chi also proved popular. Afternoon ‘Zumba’ was entertaining for
one and all.
Guest speakers included the Hon. Dr Pita Sharples, who in the opening
address, spoke of the changes he has seen over the past 30 years in
Māori language education, with the emergence of Kōhanga Reo, Kura
and Wānanga. He also spoke of the progress that has enabled Iwi
Leaders to have an opportunity to engage with government. Dr
Sharples acknowledged the passion and determination of those
working for Literacy Aotearoa, who walk the talk in being a Treatybased organisation.
Keynote speakers Te Huia Bill Hamilton and Jill Chrisp of the Human
Rights Commission, provided great insight for all participants to reflect
on how they as practitioners and providers walk the talk of the Literacy
Aotearoa Kaupapa.
21 students gathered together with a team of tutors for the 2012
Student Writing Event (SWE). They set to work in their own conference
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rooms overlooking the Panmure Basin. Students discussed what
Kaupapa: Walk the Talk meant to them and were inspired to write
about their learning journeys. Once writing was completed,
rehearsals began for the much anticipated Student Writing
presentation on day three of the Hui.
Guest speaker, David Nicholson from TEC, outlined the components
of the TEC Implementation Strategy and provided an update on the
range of resources available for learners and practitioners. He also
explained the process for applying for SAC (Student Achievement
Component) funding for Level 1-2 learners. For more info go to the
TEC website.
Students who chose to read their stories aloud, spoke of the changes
they have experienced since enrolling in their local Poupou (Literacy
Aotearoa member provider). By taking responsibility for their own
learning they have seen changes not only in their lives, but in the
lives of those around them. The new-found skills they gained
through their literacy and numeracy learning have given them the
strength and self-belief to better control and create events in their
lives.
Dame Iritana Tawhiwhirangi presented each of the learners with
their published writing and a certificate acknowledging their
participation at the hui. She then gave the closing address to hui
whānau, noting how easy and important it is to touch the life of
another person. In her kōrero, Dame Iritana emphasised taking
responsibility for yourself, believing in yourself and making learning a
joyful experience.
“If you don’t believe in yourself, it is hard to get others to. People will
give you every reason why they can’t do something. Stop grizzling,
stop blaming. Take responsibility for yourself and stop pointing the
finger. When you point your finger, take a look at the direction of
your other three fingers.”
The hui closed with a celebratory lunch for the 30th anniversary of
Literacy Aotearoa.
To all those who attended, we hope that this Hui has provided you
with sustenance, energy and inspiration to continue to celebrate our
Kaupapa, and walk the talk of Literacy Aotearoa.

A National Planning Hui report will be available in due course.
Presentations will also be available for Ngā Poupou on the Literacy
Aotearoa website in the ‘Members’ section.

Students say...
Students at this year’s National
Student Writing Event say as a result
of their literacy and numeracy
learning:

I’m confident.

I’m a role model.

I value learning. I’m happier with
myself. I’m a better communicator.
I help my children. I improve me.

I feel
I’m a valued member of
society. I’m more involved. I do
I’m getting qualifications.

my job better. I’ve improved my
reading, my writing, my maths, my
listening, my talking, my use of
technology. I’m seeking and taking
opportunities. I’m focussed.

I’m going ahead.
leaned on.

I’m here to be

Ako Aotearoa Champion of Literacy – Dara Davenport, Waitakere Adult Literacy
Congratulations to Dara Davenport who received an award for Sustained Excellence in Tertiary Teaching in 2012,
from Ako Aotearoa. An abridged version of her acknowledgement speech follows.

“When people think of tertiary education they
generally think of university, polytechs and
private training establishments.
I’d like to thank the Tertiary Teaching Excellence
Awards Committee for their recognition of the
work that takes place in the not-for-profit Adult
Community Education area of the tertiary sector.
The learners I work with are yet to be truly
acknowledged in the NZ education and funding
system. They are the people who were left
behind in mainstream education and who
continue to be left behind because their current
lifestyles do not fit funding criteria. They are the
people who access our services, who continue to
attend, as they can, to gain further skills. With
slow achievement of their learning goals they
exhibit increased confidence and enter into a
journey of playing catch up in a world where the
literacy and digital skills required are increasing at
an exponential rate. They are the people who are
not judged to be immediately ‘productive’ to the
economy, more often seen and quoted as a ‘drain
on the system’. I would encourage that we
recognise the high need in New Zealand for
community learners like these to be supported so
they in turn can strengthen their support of their
whānau and their community.

Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states that literacy is a basic
human right and I believe that, by underfunding
this sector, we are denying thousands of New
Zealanders this right.
I’d like to acknowledge the learners who have
shared their lives and their hearts with me over
the years, who have shared strategies they have
utilised to meet their everyday needs and which
I have been privileged to be able to take, add to
my ‘kete’ and share with others.
I’d also like to acknowledge and thank the
myriad of people who helped me with the
proofreading and formatting and production of
my portfolio.
I stand here today as a result of the wonderful
colleagues and mentors I have had over the
years who were willing to listen and offer
advice, willing to steer me in the right direction,
willing to observe and give feedback and who
always encouraged me.
In my portfolio I referred to the whakatauki:
Nāu to rourou
Nāku te rourou
Ka kī te kete
With your food
And my food
The kete will be full

Tonight I truly feel
that my kete is very
full indeed!”
For more info go to: http://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/akoaotearoa/ako-aotearoa/resources/pages/dara-davenportttea-citation-2012
2012 Ako Aotearoa Award Recipients with Minister Joyce.

Ko te ingoa o te Taonga: Kaitiaki O Akoranga Māori
Guardians of Māori Literacy

Resources for Learners – ACE
Your Voice, Your Choice

Toni Lee Hayward and Rosina Taueki provided this kōrero about
the tāonga they presented to Te Kōruru at the National Planning
Hui, 30th anniversary lunch.

All who attended the Literacy
Aotearoa National Planning
Hui received a copy of a new
resource. Your Voice, Your Choice is
a collaborative effort between ACE
Aotearoa and the Electoral
Commission.

The rapaki represents tikanga Māori. The three native fibres
used are kiekie, pingao and harakeke.
Raro i te rapaki: Represents the foundation of Literacy
Aotearoa. Made of kiekie, a strong native vine and harakeke
(flax) found throughout the motu representing Poupou. Both
these fibres on the cloak are in their natural dried colours.
Runga i te rapaki: The evolution of literacy in Aotearoa. Piupiu
tags made of harakeke, a fibre used to make kapahaka skirts, an
effective motion when swinging of the hips. Piu – to swing,
embrace change.
The top layer is Pingao interwoven with black dyed harakeke.
Pingao, a native plant found on sand dunes known for its hardy
growth amongst the harshest of elements. This represents the
learning seeds sown in our students, even in the hardest of
times.
Black dyed harakeke: represents change, particularly in
technology and how the organisation has embraced technology
in our services offered.

Adult Learners' Week He Tangata Mātauranga
3-9 Mahuru (September) 2012
For more information go to:
http://aceaotearoa.org.nz/events/adultlearners-week

Thanks to Analiese Robertson (ACE
Aotearoa) and Sheryl Burgoyne
(Electoral Enrolment Centre) who
came to NPH and advised of some
important ‘Elections’ dates next
year. The key message is unless you
are enrolled your voice doesn’t
count. In 2013, the Māori Electoral
Option is put to those who selected
NZ Māori in the ethnicity section of
their form. In October 2013, Local
Government elections will be held by
postal vote. Contact the ‘Registrar
of Electors’ to come and provide
information to students about the
electoral roll and the voting process.
For more information go to:
http://www.elections.org.nz/

International Literacy Day
Saturday 8 Mahuru (Sept) 2012
For more information go to:
http://www.literacy.org.nz/internationalliteracy-day.php

