
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā koutou katoa.  Greetings to you all.  

Literacy Aotearoa Poupou (Member Providers) are innovative in the development of resources to enhance 

the literacy services they deliver, and in this issue we feature two members from Te Wai Pounamu (the 

South Island), Adult Learning Support Nelson and Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin.  This issue also features the 

Outcomes Framework tool developed by members of the ACE Alliance, which will be launched for trial next 

month.  The information gathered will provide valuable evidence of the broad range of achievements of ACE 

learners.  The Literacy Aotearoa National Planning Hui is fast approaching, and participants will be able to 

share more of their ideas and resources that inspire us all to deliver quality innovative services throughout 

the country.  The National Office team look forward to seeing representatives of each Poupou at the Hui 

next week. 

 

ACE Alliance Outcomes Project 

 

The ACE (Adult and Community Education) Alliance Outcomes 

project is a collaborative project between members of the ACE 

Strategic Alliance.  The Outcomes Framework is an evidence 

gathering tool, that will enable providers to demonstrate how 

and what learner outcomes are achieved, to show the gains ACE 

learners make from participating in adult education. 

Until recently, the evidence that collected on ACE learner outcomes has been anecdotal, showing high 

levels of learner satisfaction.  While we regularly witness and experience the changes in confidence and 

improved ability to participate in family, community and working life, this project aims to develop a set of 

outcomes for ACE learners and providers.  This will produce both qualitative and quantitative evidence of 

the impact of ACE services on individuals and communities.   

Literacy Aotearoa, English Language Partners NZ and REAPs (Rural Education Providers), will be 

participating, in the six-month trial, as well as local community groups within the ACE sector, an 

independent school and schools who are members of the CLASS network.  

Bronwyn Yates and Peter Isaacs have been involved in developing this project and is looking forward to the 

launch of the trial this Here turi kōkā (August). 

“The goals of the project are to gather evidence of success to validate the achievement of learners, and to 

give providers the vital opportunity to reflect on their practice, and to review and improve how they deliver 

services,” says Peter. 
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Activity around and within Adult Learning 

Support (Nelson) has been at an all-time 

high.  Their mid-year newsletter ‘Between 

the Lines’ is available on their website and 

describes ALS programmes, tutor 

professional development and a new 

resource to assist learners in their reading 

development. 

Their second ‘Young Mums’ Parental 

Literacy and Life Skills course has just finished with great feedback 

from learners who want to come back and share what they’ve 

learnt with the next group of young mums.  Te Hurihanga, a life 

skills and literacy course for young men, has just begun with 

learners paddling a waka on their very first day; and the recent 

Dyslexia course was so inspiring that learners and tutors voted for 

an extra session.  ALS also has a new Chairperson for their 

governing committee, and to top it all off have just launched a 

fabulous new online ‘DSL’ resource for learners.   

DSL equals Digitally Supported Literacy, and refers to ‘...the use of 

digital media to create an on-screen reading experience with 

embedded learning support... (The resource) ... is intended for 

educators working with adult literacy learners and adult learners 

themselves...  it models and teaches key aspects of the reading 

process associated with fluent readers.’   

Five stories from the ‘Books for Blokes’ collections have been 

converted into narrated slide shows with varying speed and 

support. Keyword lists and questions accompany each story.  A 

Tutor Manual provides background and guidelines on how to use 

the resource.  Look out for DSL Project Leader, Brendyn 

Montgomery, at the Literacy Aotearoa National Planning Hui and 

sign up for a workshop to find out more.  If you are unable to make 

that, have a look here: http://www.adultlearning.co.nz/digitally-

supported-literacy/   

As Cameron says in the newsletter, “The waka is a fitting metaphor 

for the work of Adult Learning Support as our crew of tutors, staff 

and volunteers keep us moving forward together... Currently forty-

five people are keeping our waka moving in a fantastic direction!”  

Outcomes Project continued... 

Learners will be able to reflect on how 

their learning experience has enhanced 

their confidence and ability to participate 

more in their families and communities.  

These factors can significantly advance the 

learning journey, which in turn expands 

learners’ employment and income 

opportunities. 

ACE provider organisations will gain 

documented evidence of the impact of 

their work on individuals and the 

contribution this makes to their 

communities’ social and economic well 

being. 

Data from Literacy Aotearoa learners will 

be collected at the initial assessment and 

again at the end of a learning programme.  

Data collection from the trial will be 

mainly web-based, with a paper-based 

option if preferred.  The data will be 

submitted through the national database 

(TaDa).  Participants will be provided with 

an Information Sheet detailing 

confidentiality, how data will be used, the 

right to withdraw, and a Consent Form.  

Learners will be asked to rate their 

confidence levels, progress towards 

achieving goals, and acquired skills.  

Learners’ future aspirations will also be 

recorded.  A report will be made available 

to stakeholders, including the Ministry of 

Education, following completion of the 

trial.   

Peter Isaacs says the Outcomes 

Framework will offer a more rounded 

approach to assessing and validating 

learner gains.  “While the Assessment Tool 

works well for some learners, the 

Outcomes Framework is expected to 

provide an additional and relevant tool for 

gathering evidence of the successes 

experienced by learners.”   

http://www.adultlearning.co.nz/
http://www.adultlearning.co.nz/digitally-supported-literacy/
http://www.adultlearning.co.nz/digitally-supported-literacy/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.adultlearning.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/Newsletter-Jun-12-final.pdf


 

 

 

 

   Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin  

Workplace Case Studies 

 

Crossing the Barriers- Case Studies in Workplace Literacy 

Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin recently 

launched a book intended for anyone 

interested in workplace literacy issues, 

whether you are an employer hoping to 

reduce errors and improve productivity, 

a tutor keen to solve a workplace 

teaching problem or an industry trainer 

hoping to offer further  learning support 

to students. 

The book is based on a series of interviews with tutors, 

students, literacy programme coordinators and apprentice 

support officers, and looks at employees in a range of roles 

in the workplace, who have participated in workplace 

literacy programmes.  The stories tell of the impact learning 

has had at work and at home for employees enrolled in 

programmes.  For more information, contact Ana Good: 

Literacy.Dunedin@xtra.co.nz  

Celebrating Matariki 

While book publishing was one of the recent activities  

at Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin, book 

reading was another.  Tutors and 

students celebrated Matariki by 

enjoying a shared lunch of Kumara 

soup and researching and reading 

Māori Proverbs, both in Māori and 

English.  They then discussed the 

meaning of the whakataukī 

(proverbs).   

 

Grassroots Press Catalogue – 

Resources for Learners 
http://www.grassrootsbooks.net/pdf/grassro

otpress-2012-catalogue.pdf 

 

Grass Roots Press publish a range of 

books that may suit ‘Starting Points’ 

learners.  The Grass Roots Readers 

are organised under six themes: 

Health, how-to, animals, humour, 

romance, and ‘you be the judge’.  

Each book or series has a readability 

grade.   

“Emergent readers will appreciate the 

relevant content and readability level 

of these high-interest, low vocabulary 

readers.  Each page includes a 

captivating photograph and one or 

two short sentences. The photographs 

reflect the text making the words easy 

to decode.” 

Grass Roots Readers are on pages 13-

16 in the catalogue. 

mailto:Literacy.Dunedin@xtra.co.nz
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.grassrootsbooks.net/pdf/grassrootpress-2012-catalogue.pdf
http://www.grassrootsbooks.net/pdf/grassrootpress-2012-catalogue.pdf


 

 
Good Reads (Canada) -  

Resources for Learners 

 

Good Reads are books written by Canadian authors 

and published in Canada.  They are for adults who 

want to practice their reading skills by reading books 

designed for adults.  

“Good Reads books are written by well-known 

Canadian authors for people improving their reading 

skills.  Good Reads are short books (10,000 to 12,000 

words, about 100 pages), with easy to understand  

vocabulary and structure.   

Good Reads encourage  

reading practice, develop  

reading skills, and increase  

reading confidence.” 

Good Reads are: 

 Short: Less than 100 pages.  

 Enjoyable: Stories you can't put down. 

 Easy reading: Written in clear language. 

 For adult learners: For people improving their 

reading skills. 

 Canadian: By Canada’s best authors.  

For more info go to:  

http://abclifeliteracy.ca/goodreads  

NIACE (UK) -  

Resources for Tutors 

 

A NIACE (National Institute of Adult Continuing 

Education) resource catalogue is available on line 

with a range of books that will be of great value to 

practitioners.   

Titles are organised in 

the following 

categories: 

Community, Higher 

Education, Language, 

literacy and numeracy, 

Literacy, Methods of 

learning, Numeracy, 

Older learners, and 

Technology.  

To view, go to:  http://footprint-

downloads.footprint.com.au/NIACE.pdf   

Note, some of these 

books may be available 

via the Workbase Library 

in Auckland.   

http://library.workbase.org.nz:8080/liberty/libraryHome.do   

Adult Learners' Week -  

He Tangata Mātauranga 

3-9 Mahuru (September) 2012 

For more information go to: 
http://aceaotearoa.org.nz/events/adult-learners-week 

International Literacy Day 

Saturday 8 Mahuru (September) 2012 

For more information go to: 
http://www.literacy.org.nz/international-literacy-day.php  

Upcoming Events  
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