
  

 

 

 

The Learner Pack/box includes a series of 8 

workbooks, an interactive DVD, a dictionary and 

stationery. Inside each workbook is a range of 

activities – like giving instructions, solving 

problems and making calculations.  The activities 

will help learners improve their reading, writing, 

speaking and listening skills, as well as their use 

of numbers in everyday settings.   

The workbook titles are: 

1. Planning study 

2. Getting organised 

3. Using technology 

4. Choosing food 

5. Being healthy 

6. Understanding money 

7. Applying skills 

8. Moving forward 

 

 

          Get Ahead Start – Literacy Aotearoa collaborates with the Open Polytechnic 

 

Since Here turi kōkā (August) 2011, Literacy 

Aotearoa has had an agreement with the Open 

Polytechnic to provide a service to support 

students to complete the Open Polytechnic 

Foundation Level Get Ahead Start Programme.   

Literacy Aotearoa provides the service 

nationwide, recruiting and enrolling students into 

the 32-week programme and providing coaching/ 

mentoring services to students enrolled.  As of 

Paenga Whāwhā (April) 2012, Literacy Aotearoa 

has enrolled over 210 students in the Get Ahead 

Start Programme. 

Get Ahead Start is designed to help learners 

make positive changes in their ability to read, 

write and work with numbers, impacting on their 

health, work and relationships and encouraging 

learners to apply those skills to become 

successful life-long learners. 

“At the beginning I didn’t think I would be 

able to do it… but I just worked hard at it 

and now I’m nearly finished.”  

“Thank you sooo much for putting me on 
this course, I’m really loving the challenge 

of it and learning with others.  I have 
learned so much.” 
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Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā koutou katoa.  Greetings to you all.  

In this issue the Open Polytechnic ‘Get Ahead Start’ programme is enthusiastically received by learners all 

over the country and is making a difference in their lives, and those of their families.   

A range of resources for both learners and tutors is featured including Community Language Cards, Simple 

English Wikipedia, an Employer Toolkit, a Radio Reading Service that makes news accessible to all, and a 

database that makes searching for interesting books for adult literacy learners almost effortless. 



 

 

Get Ahead Start continued 

 

 
The Get Ahead Start DVD 

Once learners have enrolled on the 

course they can begin learning at their 

own pace, at home.  Poupou are using a 

variety of approaches to provide 

mentoring support with regular ‘drop-in’ 

sessions where a number of learners 

may come together with their specific 

questions to get feedback, so they can 

continue to make progress through the 

workbooks in their own time.   

Group sessions are also held with 

specific workshops to support learners.  

Support tutors are expected to make 

contact with learners at least two times 

per workbook.  Learners’ work is 

assessed per workbook, and when the 

standard is achieved, they receive a 

certificate.  Following successful 

completion of all workbooks, learners 

are presented with the Certificate in 

Foundation Communications (Level 

One).  

 

 
Presenters on the Get Ahead Start DVD 

Feedback from learners and tutors 

@Waitakere Adult Literacy inc in New Lynn: 

One learner has reported that she now eats breakfast (as a 
result of the nutrition booklet), another learner now drinks more 
water and has drinking water as part of her study plan. 

Learners are getting better at writing sentences that make 
sense and demonstrating improved comprehension of what the 
activities are asking them to do.   Two learners who have 
finished the course are really looking forward to doing the next 
level course. 

@Literacy Waikato in Hamilton, learners say: 

 “I really like studying.” 

 “It’s given me confidence to try some more study.”  

 “It’s hard but I feel like I’m learning something.” 

@Adult Literacy Turanga in Gisborne, learners are keen to 

get stuck into the programme and reckon the course is good 

value. 

@Literacy & Language Bay of Plenty in Tauranga, Manager, 

Annamaria Grafas says, 

“We have a mature female learner who is very excited to be 
working through her first qualification ever.  She really values 
the certificates she receives after each workbook and can’t wait 
to go home and tell her elderly mother.  She is always very 
nervous when starting a new workbook and then ‘chuffed’ when 
she completes.”   

@Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin a tutor shares some feedback:  

While completing "Applying Skills in Your Life", ‘S’ spoke of the 
money he was wasting on cigarettes, having started smoking 
again.  The group signed a contract that ‘S’ made, promising to 
quit before 31.12.12.  He quit on 5.5.12 and recorded it on the 
document.   

We reviewed it recently, while discussing a question regarding 
financial decision making.  I was really rapt to know that he has 
spent no money on cigarettes since his quit date!  The group 
support and encouragement were so empowering.  

 



 

 

25 Community Language Cards have 

been produced by English Language 

Partners.  Each card provides some 

background to the language, 

alphabet and location(s) where the 

language is used.  On the flip side are 

some key phrases.  These user-

friendly resources may be of interest 

to learners to find out more about 

the world around them; or for tutors 

to learn more about approaches to 

teaching and learning with learners 

who speak one or more of the 

following languages: 

Amharic, Arabic, Assyrian, Bengali, 

Khmer, Cantonese, Farsi, Hindi, Japanese, 

Korean, Kurdish, Lao, Mandarin, Punjabi, 

Russian, Samoan, Serbo-Croat, Somali, 

Spanish, Tamil, Te Reo Māori, Thai, 

Tongan, Ukrainian, Vietnamese 

http://englishlanguage.org.nz/reference-

resources  

Language Resources for Learners and Tutors - ELPNZ 

 

 

 

 

 

? What When Where Why Who How ?  

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_

Page 

Wikipedias are places where people 

work together to write 

encyclopedias in different 

languages.   

If you have used Wikipedia before, 

you will know that sometimes the 

definitions can be quite complex.  

There are often enormously long 

and unfamiliar words.   

Here is a more user-friendly way to 

find out ‘stuff’ with ‘simple’ English 

words and grammar.  

 

 

Writing in Simple English 

means that simple words 

are used.  It does not 

mean readers want basic 

information. 

 

‘The Employer Toolkit’ contains 

‘ten handy flip cards 

highlighting the differences in 

communication styles between 

Kiwis and other cultures that 

can contribute to incorrect first 

impressions.’ 

 

This resource may be useful for 

tutors delivering services in 

workplace literacy 

programmes. 

http://www.immigration.govt.nz/
employers/retain/retntresrce  

 

The Employer Toolkit (NZ) 
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Upcoming Events: For details go to: 
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Find a Read – The Reading Agency (UK) 

 

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/findaread/   

Find a Read is a free online searchable 

database that helps you find your next ‘read’, 

in particular for adults who are less confident 

readers.  It is run by The Reading Agency. 

“The database contains a combination of 

mainstream titles and titles specially written 

for emergent readers (those who can read, but 

have yet to build reading stamina and 

experience).” 

You can search in categories, formats or levels.  

Once you select a book the ‘product details’ 

will appear with number of pages, size and 

type of font, ‘SMOG’* rating and any additional 

comments, for example,  

        ‘A Very Old Man’ by Linda Hoole: 

‘A series of books for adult learners 

working at Entry Level.  The 48 stories are 

presented in 4 steps and a range in 

difficulty from Entry 1 (step 1) to Entry 3 

(step 4). The illustrated text and 

vocabulary have been carefully structured 

and each book has suggested activities 

and word lists for tutors.’ 

* SMOG = Simple Measure Of Gobbledygook 

‘The Radio  

Reading  

Service delivers  

news, 

information and entertainment for the print 

disabled.  The Radio Reading Service is a not for 

profit community organisation owned and 

operated by NZ Radio for the Print Disabled 

Incorporated.  It was founded by Allen J Little 

QSM, JP in Levin in 1985, making its first broadcast 

in May 1987.  

A print disabled person is anyone who cannot see, 

hold, understand or access printed literature.  The 

Radio Reading Service is on air to turn print into 

sound for anyone who finds it difficult to read 

conventional print. 

From studios in Levin, New Zealand volunteers 

read information as it is printed from newspapers, 

magazines, periodicals and books, producing 

programmes covering a wide variety of topics. 

Trained operators record the material and 

manage the station, providing over 120 hours of 

broadcasting each week (on 1602AM) to the 

Horowhenua and Manawatu regions of New 

Zealand.  The station is also broadcast live through 

its website www.radioreading.org.nz  

Operation funding is provided by NZonAir with 

membership subscriptions, donations, and grants 

making up the balance of the station’s funding 

needs.’ 

www.radioreading.org.nz 

 

 

 

The Radio Reading Service (NZ) 
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