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One of these learners  

recently wrote a letter  

to the editor of the  

Wanganui Chronicle  

In this letter he stated: 

“Like many of the students at the 

Whanganui Learning Centre I struggled at 

school and failed miserably for many 

reasons that most of us shared. … (in 2011) 

…some of us wrote personal stories about 

our lives.  After reading these you will 

realise that you are not alone in your 

struggle to succeed.  I now have many doors 

opening for a bright and successful future, 

as do most of the other students who were 

there with me.” 

Twenty four learners are now engaged in this 

new programme in 2012 with new publications 

in the pipeline.  The original authors and these 

new writers are planning to produce an official 

publication in the middle of the year.  At that 

time WLCT will celebrate its 35th anniversary of 

delivery in the field of foundation education.  

By Gail Harrison, Manager, Whanganui Learning 

Centre Trust (WLCT) 

Ko au te taupā kihai i puāwai aku moemoeā 

I am my own barrier in fulfilling my aspirations and dreams.   

He Kōrero Rongoa. 

As workers in the literacy education field we know that 

education is a tool for social and cultural change and 

importantly a key determinant of health.  At the Whanganui 

Learning Centre Trust (WLCT) we believe in people’s ability to 

transform their lives.  Vounteers, tauira, governance and staff 

at the centre are all “…committed to a teaching approach that 

encourages self-awareness and self-reflection in an 

atmosphere of acceptance of all people, irrespective of their 

past lives.” (NZQA) 

Along with other literacy providers WLCT views writing is a key 

tool for self expression and self awareness.  

This month WLCT celebrates the work of group of learners who 

put together a compilation of short stories late in 2011.  They 

wrote about experiences that impacted on them, often with 

life changing outcomes.  These are now published on the WLCT 

website www.wlct.org.nz. 

Working on a new programme offered at WLCT, tauira not only 

improved their literacy and financial management skills, but 

took their writing to publication whilst learning the magic of 

Graphic Design.  The publication ‘He Korero Rongoa’ speaks 

volumes about the power of literacy learning and the approach 

of Literacy Aotearoa in empowering the voice of tauira.  
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Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā koutou katoa.   

Greetings to you all.  Much work is taking place both locally and nationally to 

ensure our learners, tutors and managers are well resourced and skilled to achieve 

their goals, personally and professionally.  Online resources from Ngā Poupou (our 

member providers), and from others in the field of adult education strive to make 

knowledge and information accessible to learners in plain English.   

Inside: 
NCLANA 3 books for adult 

learners; Plain English & 

unravelling jargon; Difference & 

Inequality; Social Networking 

research; Wellbeing posters. 

http://www.wlct.org.nz/
http://www.wlct.org.nz/
http://www.wlct.org.nz/hekorerorongoa/index.html


  
New Managers’ Hui 

Four new Managers / Coordinators attended a two-

day Induction Training Hui held at the National 

Office last month.  Pictured below are Sally 

Chapman (Adult Literacy Aotearoa Kapiti), Mel 

Tarawhiti (Read Write Plus), Patsy Sim (Adult 

Literacy Tamaki Auckland) and Raewyn Anderson 

(Literacy Turangi). 

 

The final three readers for New Zealand adult 

literacy learners have been released on the National 

Centre Literacy and Numeracy for Adults website.  

 

Download the readers and audio files online.  You 

can order hard copies from the link below:  

 Collection 8: Shaken  

 Collection 9: Getting Together  

 Collection 10: Lending a Hand 

http://literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/Teaching-and-

Learning-Approaches/Read-with-Understanding/Reading-

Collections  

NCLANA: 3 more books for adult learners 

http://www.write.co.nz/Plain+English+resources.html 

Plain English alternatives for words and phrases, 

and more helpful information. 

A definition of plain English:  'A communication is 

in plain English if it meets the needs of its audience 

— by using language, structure, and design so 

clearly and  effectively that the audience has the 

best possible chance of readily finding what they 

need, understanding it, and using it.' 

This website provides some helpful tips for writing 

clearly, sorting out commonly confused words and 

phrases, and gives guidelines for writing reports 

and proposals.   

There are two e-booklets that may be useful for 

learners and Ngā Poupou personnel alike:   

 Unravelling Legal Jargon  

 Unravelling Medical Jargon.   

   

List of commonly confused words  

Find out which word pairs trip you up — and learn 
them:  Do you mix up ‘there’ and ‘their’; ‘affect’ 
and ‘effect’; ‘ie’ and ‘eg’, ‘practice’ and ‘practise’?  
Find a good list of these word pairs, print it, and 
hang it up on your wall.  

http://www.write.co.nz/Plain+English+resources/Writin
g+tips/Commonly+confused+words.html  

http://oxforddictionaries.com/words/commonly-
confused-words  

 

WRITE (NZ) – Plain English resources 
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Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand 

 
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en 

Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand has 600+ 

stories about Aotearoa New Zealand.  This website 

is easy to navigate and is fascinating.  You can start 

with the ‘short story’, and go on to the full story if 

your interest is piqued. 

 

Check out the ‘Social Connections‘ section which 
has the following topics. 

 Community Organisations 

 Crime 

 Difference and Inequality 

 Family, Whānau and Households 

 Health 

 Life Stages and Population 

 Religion 

 Sexuality and Reproduction 

>  Difference & Inequality 

 Class 

 Cultural go-betweens 

 Ethnic and religious intolerance 

 Ethnic inequalities 

 European ideas about Māori 

 Gender inequalities 

 Intermarriage 

 Māori–Pākehā relations 

 Ngā tuakiri hou – new Māori identities 

 Te mana o te wāhine – Māori women 

 Tūranga i te hapori – status in Māori 
society 

 Women and men 

 Women’s movement 

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/difference-and-inequality  

Review of Research and Evaluation on Improving 

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Skills - 2011 (UK) 

This paper (212 pages) from the Department of 

Business Innovation & Skills looks at the evidence 

since 2000 about what interventions are most 

effective for improving the economic, personal and 

social outcomes for learners. 

http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/further-

education-skills/docs/r/11-1418-review-research-on-

improving-adult-skills

 

New Literacies 

Social Networking Sites & Adult Literacy Learning. 

Raising the Issues. Research Paper - 2011 (Can) 

This paper (63 pages) explores how educators and 

adult learners might harness the full potential of 

Social Networking Sites and other social media in 

the service of adult literacy teaching and learning. 

The authors argue that literacy programmes have 

an important role in helping adult literacy learners 

keep pace with others in society. 

http://alphaplus.ca/en/web-tools/online-publications-

a-reportsgroup1/social-networking-sites-and-adult-

literacy-learning.html   

Literacy Portal – Links to Research  

Ngā Poupou Website Upgrades 

 

Te Roroa Adult  

Learning and  

Literacy Waikato  

have recently  

upgraded their  

websites.   

Check them out for  

new ideas.  

http://www.literacy.org.nz/poupou-websites.php  
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Upcoming Events 2012 

 
Māori and Pasifika Adult and Community 

Professional Development Hui-Fono 

21-23 Poutū te rangi (March) 2012, 

Whakatane 

Theme: “Funky, Fresh, Futuristic” more... 

 

Adults Learning Mathematics Symposium 

26-29 Pipiri (June) 2012, Auckland. 

The 19
th

 International Conference of Adults 

Learning Mathematics (ALM19) 

more... 

 

Adult Literacy Practitioners Association 

(ALPA) Conference 

29-30 Pipiri (June) & 1 Hōngongoi (July) 

2012, Auckland. more...  

 

ACE Sector Conference  

27-29 Pipiri (June) 2012, Wellington. 

Theme: Closer to Community, Closer to the 

Solutions – Ako te Katoa Tu Homohono te 

Katoa – the Business of Learning 

more ... 

 

Literacy Aotearoa Te Hui ā Tau & National 

Planning Hui 

31 Hōngongoi (July) – 2 Here turi kōkā 

(August) 2012, Auckland. 

 

Winning Posters– Mental Health Foundation  

The Christchurch poster 
campaign depicting the  
five winning ways to wellbeing, as identified by 
The Foresight Project are available to download 
from the Mental Health Foundation website.  

   

All offer practical advice and motivational ideas 
on how you can support your own wellbeing and 
that of your family, friends, colleagues and the 
wider community. 

And if you don't live in Christchurch, that's okay, 
you can download them all from here and plaster 
them up wherever you think they will be valued. 

 

To access the Winning ways to wellbeing posters, 
go to: 

http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/page/918-

news+coping-after-an-earthquake+weve-got-

christchurch-covered 

 

mailto:admin@literacy.org.nz
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.aceaotearoa.org.nz/events/hui-fono
http://literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/Professional-Development/Conferences/2012-ALM19-Conference
http://www.literacy.org.nz/alpa2012.php
http://www.aceaotearoa.org.nz/events/conference
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/file/Special-Events/CHCH-EQ/keep-learning-dl.jpg
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/file/Special-Events/CHCH-EQ/give-dl.jpg
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/page/918-news+coping-after-an-earthquake+weve-got-christchurch-covered
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/page/918-news+coping-after-an-earthquake+weve-got-christchurch-covered
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/page/918-news+coping-after-an-earthquake+weve-got-christchurch-covered
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/file/Special-Events/CHCH-EQ/take-notice-dl.jpg
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/file/Special-Events/CHCH-EQ/be-active-dl.jpg
http://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/file/Special-Events/CHCH-EQ/connect-dl.jpg

