
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NZ Post & Literacy Aotearoa Launch 2250 Travelling Books  
NZ Post House, Wellington, 12 Here turi kōkā (August) 2011 

ALLS Reports: Literacy skills of young adult New Zealanders & Factors linked to young adult literacy 

 

 

An excerpt from the Launch speech given by Bronwyn Yates, Te Tumuaki (CEO) 

The idea of the Travelling Books project comes from our Nelson-based member 

provider.  The project has always been successful in engaging literacy workers 

and other members of their communities in the work of Literacy Aotearoa, the 

issues related to adult literacy, the joy of reading and the potential journeys in 

store for the books.  

Taking the project out nationally has excited the 45 member providers of Literacy 

Aotearoa, but it would be true to say that the books are so fantastic that it is 

taking great resolution on our local providers’ part to release the books, as we 

have been saying, ‘to the wild’.  I have had a few calls from managers lobbying 

for their rights to be recognised as members of the public first, rather than as 

their usual passionate, committed, totally wonderful status as literacy workers, 

so that they can read all the books first.  But … they will faithfully release their 50 

books out in their cities, towns and suburbs over the next week.   

So thank you to Random House, Huia Publishers and Scholastic for giving us great 

discounts on the books purchased on behalf of NZ Post and Literacy Aotearoa. 

This has been a truly collaborative project and as the Hon Steven Joyce noted in his letter congratulating us all and 

wishing the project success, the project is a fun and innovative way to promote reading amongst New Zealanders by 

making books available to those who may not be able to access them.  Minister Joyce especially praised NZ Post for 

supporting this initiative, saying it is incredibly important that our local and national businesses get behind these 

community focused projects that will make a real difference.   

And now again thank you.  I believe it is our collective hope that the Travelling Books will encourage reading, inspire 

potential writers, and by sharing these books around, enhance community spirit.  And so as I close I leave you with 

your assignment.  Please take one of the books – read it, and when you are finished, just leave it in a safe and dry 

public place for someone else to find, read and pass on. 

For more on Travelling Books go to: http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks  

Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā koutou katoa.  Greetings to you all. 

This month has been filled with excitement around the release of 2250 brand new books throughout New Zealand 

as part of the Travelling Books project sponsored by New Zealand Post.  The books are all written by New Zealand 

authors and cater for all ages.  We look forward to hearing of the journeys the books have taken. 
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‘Travelling books help learning journeys’ 

Literacy & Language Bay of Plenty  

*By Laura Weaser, The Weekend Sun, 12 August 2011 

An innovative way to encourage New Zealanders to 

read will see over 2000 books making their way around 

New Zealand, passing from reader to reader.  

Literacy Aotearoa and New Zealand Post have 

developed the travelling book scheme, where 2250 

books are distributed on Friday, August 12, to residents 

in different areas. The aim is for the books to be passed 

on once read, and left in a ‘dry, safe public place’ for 

someone else to pick up and read.  

Literacy manager for Literacy and Language Bay of 

Plenty Annamaria Grafas says the programme was 

developed to encourage every day Kiwis to read and 

share the love of reading.  

Annamaria decided that it would be great to partner 

with NZ Post in Palm Beach Plaza for two reasons.  

“Firstly, this is a joint venture with NZ Post and Literacy 

Aotearoa which Literacy and Language BOP is affiliated 

with. Secondly, as luck would have it the new owner of 

NZ Post Palm Beach (Brian Barton) was the manager of 

Literacy Waikato before taking on his new role.  

“We have the opportunity to work together again 

sharing our desire to 

increase literacy in  

New Zealand.” 

NZ Post Palm Beach 

owner Brian Barton  

says from a personal 

point of view he  

was keen to support  

Literacy Aotearoa  

and as he has just  

moved over to the  

Bay of Plenty with his wife Vicky, they wanted to get 

involved and help the community.  

One million adult New Zealanders lack literacy skills. 

Group sponsorship manager for NZ Post Nicola Airey 

says by making reading fun, they hope to aid New 

Zealand’s literacy issue. 

 

 
Vicky & Brian Barton and Literacy 

and Language BOP manager 

Annamaria Grafas show Gabriel 

Kerr, 4, Te Hiraroa Moss-Chaplin, 3 

and Aaliyah Kerr, 4 the books 

available.  Photo by Tracy Hardy. 

 

Ngā Poupou Launch Travelling Books 

Book free-for-all aims to help many 

 

Toni-Lee Hayward (L) from He Waka Matauranga presents 
books to Kara Hetaraka and her son Kal-El Ngauora, 3.   
By Simon Collins, photo Greg Bowker NZ Herald 15/08/11 

 

Wairarapa: Travelling books launch 

 

Sharing: Carol Wald, administrator of Literacy Wairarapa, 
with 50 free books that will be used in the Travelling Books 
to New Zealand Communities programme. By Amie Hickland, 

photo Lynda Feringa, Wairarapa Times Age, 13/08/11  

 

Major Outbreak of Wandering Books 

 

Cameron Forbes, Kate McCoomb & Brendyn Montgomery of 
Adult Learning Support (Nelson).  
Story/photo by Matt Lawrey, The Nelson Leader, 11/08/11 

To read these articles and more go to: 
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php#articles 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/simon-collins/news/headlines.cfm?a_id=135
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php#articles


 

 

te.roroa.la@xtra.co.nz    www.teroroalearning.org.nz   

 

Te Roroa Learning Assistance have been delivering a 
variety of courses including a Pre-employment skills 
course, a computing course and ‘Aotearoa Cooking 
on a Budget’.  Here is an excerpt from their June 
2011 newsletter. 

Aotearoa Cooking on a Budget  

The Aotearoa Cooking on a Budget course proved to 
be a great platform to introduce the Māori language, 
together with basic literacy and numeracy skills to a 
number of students ranging from 19 years old to 
over 50.   

The course enjoyed 10 weeks of some good old 
traditional Kiwi dishes, together with some less 
familiar recipes that the students reported they took 
home and tried.   

A ‘Top Chef’ competition was introduced toward the 
end of the course and our eldest student Hinemoa 
Hunia made the best poached egg.  All the students’ 
mouths watered when ‘guest chef’ Beau Zimmer 
demonstrated the making of eggs benedict.   

Even though our youngest student, Jasmine 
Komene, did not win the competition, her natural 
ability and culinary flair became very evident early in 
the course and has taken her to work experience in 
a local café, with the desire to take her talents 
further in the hospitality industry.  

 

Good luck and best wishes Jasmine! 

 

Aotearoa Cooking on a Budget 

Te Roroa Learning Assistance (Dargaville) 
Recommended in Literacy Portal Updates 

Aboriginal Literacy & the Importance of Unlearning. 

Panel presentation by Allan Quigley –2011 (Canada) 

http://www.nald.ca/library/research/saln/unlearning/unl

earning.pdf  

In this paper (15 pages) Allan Quigley argues that 

current measures of literacy are arbitrary criteria 

that are biased against Aboriginal people and 

suggests a review of what constitutes skills for 

literacy and how these are tested. 

This speech was referred to by Susan Reid (of 

Workbase) at the recent Literacy Aotearoa National 

Planning Hui, with Professor Quigley explaining the 

necessity of ‘unlearning’ and relearning.  He also 

refers to his experience of attending the national 

ARLA (Adult Reading and Learning Assistance) 

Conference held in 1996 and the discussions that 

took place about the decision for providers to 

become members (or not) of a treaty-based 

organisation, which would in time be called Literacy 

Aotearoa. 

 

 

Connecting Literacy and Employment through 

Essential Skills - 2011 (Canada) 

These seven learner workbooks, from Literacy Link 

South Central Ontario, embed Essential Skill 

activities within employment-readiness tasks. They 

are designed for use in a facilitated group setting.   

The topics reflect the steps learners take when 

looking for a job.  Each workbook can be printed or 

used interactively online.  

http://www.llsc.on.ca/node/99  

The website also contains a section on ‘Clear 

Writing’ (or plain language) with myths, tips and 

examples. 

http://www.llsc.on.ca/services/clear-writng  

mailto:te.roroa.la@xtra.co.nz
http://www.teroroalearning.org.nz/
http://www.nald.ca/library/research/saln/unlearning/unlearning.pdf
http://www.nald.ca/library/research/saln/unlearning/unlearning.pdf
http://www.llsc.on.ca/node/99
http://www.llsc.on.ca/services/clear-writng
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Back Suite, 449 Richmond Road, Grey Lynn, Private Bag 78800, Grey Lynn, Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland 

Phone: 09 3782080  Fax: 09 3782083  Email: admin@literacy.org.nz   www.literacy.org.nz  

GCF Learn for free (Goodwill Community Foundation) 

(USA)   http://www.gcflearnfree.org/reading/play  

This website was highlighted last year in Tui Tuia but has 

since been updated with hundreds of new options. 

The GCF Learn for free website opens with no text at all, 

only icons.  When you move your mouse over the icons 

audio is given, including instructions.  Note: some vocab 

may be unfamiliar and pronunciation of words may differ 

due to accent.  

 

1)  Select from 40 topics from the top of screen: 

people, geography, science, action, danger, 

conversation, quantity, food and beverage, electrical 

and mechanical, transportation, government, 

occupations, plants and animals, math, commands, 

body, shapes and colours, movement and motion, 

location and place, numbers, question, direction, 

writing, communication, family, building, education, 

sports, art, words that describe, office terms, time, 

medical, emotions, thinking and sensing, technology, 

financial, household, weather, weight and size ... 

2)  then select type of activity from below (letters,  

      matching sound, ‘fill-ins’, video clips, games). 

TPK Review Māori Workforce 

Literacy & Numeracy 

Improving Literacy and Numeracy 

for the Māori Workforce - 2011  

This is a summary of findings from 

a Te Puni Kōkiri review into the 

State sector's contribution to 

improving literacy and numeracy 

outcomes for the Māori 

workforce.  This report uses four 

case studies to demonstrate good 

practice in programme design and 

delivery. 

Click here  or go to Te Puni Kōkiri  

http://www.tpk.govt.nz/ and type in 

Māori Workforce Literacy. 

Upcoming Events 2011 

 
Mahuru (September) 

International Literacy Day 2011  
8 Mahuru (September) 2011 

 

Whiringa ā nuku (October) 

Adult Learners’ Week –  

He Tangata Mātauranga 2011  
31 Whiringa ā nuku (October) –  

6 Whiringa ā rangi (November) 2011 

 

Hakihea (December) 

International Volunteer Day 
5 Hakihea (December) 2011 

mailto:admin@literacy.org.nz
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/reading/play
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/en/in-print/our-publications/publications/improving-literacy-and-numeracy-for-the-maori-workforce/download/Maori%20Literacy%20and%20Numeracy%20Summary%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.tpk.govt.nz/

