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Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tena koutou katoa. Greetings to you all. Adults come to
Literacy Aotearoa to improve their literacy, numeracy or communication skills. Often when they make the first telephone
call, or walk through the door, they carry with them a number of fears or anxieties. That first contact can mean stepping
out of your comfort zone and confronting those fears. Fear of the unknown, fear of being ‘found out’, fear of failure, or
fear of others seeing you fearful. Professional development for tutors and personnel within Ngā Poupou (our member
providers) can also push people to leave their personal safety zone to confront their fears to walk with more confidence
over unfamiliar ground. Such opportunities can also provide a reminder of what some learners may feel on a daily basis in
a world filled with words. In this issue Ngā Poupou news is shared from
Porirua, Nelson, North Otago and Kapiti. Resources focus on pregnancy,
Ka nui ngā mihi aroha ki a tātou katoa.
motivation, exploring Iwi and guiding hesitant writers. Kia ora tātou katoa.
Our thoughts and prayers are with those

Literacy Aotearoa Porirua - Rediscovering the joy of maths

who have been affected in any way by the
Christchurch earthquake.

language@xtra.co.nz
Adult Literacy
Nelson held a ‘High wire’ PD day with a difference recently.
From Margaret Seconi, tutor at Literacy Aotearoa Porirua

Talatiu and I have been working together for five months
text.
now as he aims to improve his Maths skills to gain extra
work qualifications through the Maritime
Correspondence School. Tala is an Able Seaman in the
Merchant Navy and currently works on the Interisland
Ferries. Our lesson times vary to fit in with his work
schedules, so we’re flexible and have become adept at
texting each other to arrange times. We aim for two
hours a week whenever possible.
The focus is on refreshing and maintaining basic
computational skills leading on to introductory geometry
and algebra. Tala is enjoying knowing how to accurately
construct triangles etc. utilising his maths equipment, and
at sea he’s had fun constructing 3D models with a friend
during his off duty hours (These tend to be enjoyed by his
grandchildren when brought home).
Tala says that the tutoring has increased his accuracy and
confidence when working with numbers at work. Now he
can do the rounds alone in the engine room, noting down
relevant oil pressure data and fuel levels etc. accurately.
He also assists the Third Engineer constructing pieces of
equipment when given a radius or the circumference,
which is very satisfying.

Navigation is making more sense to him too. At home
learning is shared with his wife and family.
Tala finds that
coming
regularly to the
Literacy
Aotearoa
Porirua rooms
is enjoyable,
very friendly
and the teaching
Tala & Margaret
spaces pleasant
and comfortable.
He likes having access to the library with books about his
homeland, Tuvalu, which he can read while relaxing with
a coffee before sessions begin. As he often comes after a
night on duty, this is especially important, enabling him to
focus more easily on learning, as do the maths games
which we can play to revise skills.
As Tala himself says, “It’s good being given the maths
work which is just right for me to do so that I can
understand it now. I like it”.
To read more about Literacy Aotearoa Porirua go to:
http://www.literacy.org.nz/links.php#PoupouWebsites

Adult Learning Support Nelson

Adult Literacy Kapiti

manager@adultlearning.co.nz

literacykapiti@paradise.net.nz

From Cameron Forbes, Manager

From Jenny Pritchard, Manager

We ask our learners to trust us, we ask them to
challenge themselves and step out of their
comfort zone, so we thought we should do the
same. Whenua Iti Outdoors in Lower Moutere,
hosted our first professional development day
for 2011. We took on a set of physical and
mental challenges. At the end of the day, the
ultimate challenge was to climb up to and
negotiate the high wire course, 10 metres off
the ground.

At the close of 2010, Adult Literacy Kapiti
had a ‘Celebration of Learning’ to celebrate
the achievements of students. It was well
attended by students, their families, friends
and tutors. A special guest was Jenny
Rowan, the mayor of Kapiti, who praised the
students for their courage and
determination in seeking help to improve
their literacy. Each student was presented
with a personalised certificate
acknowledging their achievements for the
year by Kathleen Fleck, the chairperson of
Adult Literacy Kapiti Board of Governors.

To read more about Adult Learning Support Nelson go to:
http://www.literacy.org.nz/links.php#PoupouWebsites

The second event to
celebrate was the
launch of our new
booklet of student
writing ‘Our Stories
2010’. Eleven
students read their
stories to us and
were warmly
received by the audience.

Literacy North Otago
literacynorthotago@xtra.co.nz

Literacy North Otago produces a newsletter for their members with regular
features including manager Paul Marsh in ‘Paul’s ponderings’, a ‘View from the
Cliff’ (Cliff, a tutor and committee member, writes with a focus on significant
theorists and contributors to best practice), latest news on programmes being
delivered and upcoming professional development opportunities. It is a
fabulous newsletter with ideas that may inspire other Poupou.
Recently Ngā Poupou were informed that
Paul Marsh was stepping down as
manager following diagnosis of
aggressive invasive melanoma. Our
thoughts and love are with Paul, Jocelyn
and family. In the February edition of the
Literacy North Otago newsletter, Paul
writes: Sadly this appears to be my last
newsletter as Manager...
To read more go to: http://www.literacy.org.nz/links.php#PoupouWebsites and click on
Literacy North Otago Feb2011

We were very impressed by how relaxed and
confident they were in front of so many
people we are very proud of this collection
of 27 stories on a variety of subjects, which
is the collective work of some of our
students. In particular we are most grateful
to Tony Pritchard who freely gave his time
and publishing expertise to this project. All
students were given their own copy of the
booklet.
th

Thirdly we celebrated our 25 birthday.
Adult Literacy Kapiti was started in 1985 by
Eva Rawnsley. Originally it was known as the
Adult Learning Assistance Scheme (ARLA)
until 1998 when we became Adult Literacy
Aotearoa (Kapiti) inc.
To read more about Adult Literacy Kapiti go to:
http://www.literacy.org.nz/links.php#PoupouWe
bsites

Pregnancy Resources for Literacy Learners

Rise magazine December 2010 issue

Canada & New Zealand

a publication from the Ministry of Social Development

Do you have any learners who are pregnant? A book
released in Canada last year may be a valuable resource
to provide them with information. While there are many
New Zealand resources available via the internet or
through health providers (links provided below), this
Canadian book is written with adult literacy learners in
mind. The pdf file can be downloaded and printed for
learners.

The December issue of Rise has some
very powerful articles about dealing
with adversity and recognising those
who have taken responsibility for
making positive changes to their own
lives, and those of others in their
families and communities.

Note: There are several pages of contact details for
Canadian medical and support agencies. Learners
together with tutor support could spend part of a literacy
session searching through the local telephone book for
New Zealand equivalents.
Baby & Me. Weekly Pregnancy Guide & Diary - What to
expect for you and your growing baby - 2010 (Can)
Author: Sheryl Harrow (of READ Saskatoon)
This guide (47 pages) is written
for literacy learners. It explains
what to expect during
pregnancy and what the
mother can do to help both
herself and her baby be
healthy. The mother can also
use the guide to keep track of
doctor's appointments and to
write down her feelings during
pregnancy.
Definitions for key terms are given and the importance of
reading to the baby is discussed.
http://www.nald.ca/library/learning/readsask/babyme/babyme
3.pdf

New Zealand pregnancy websites include:
Kariclub: http://www.kariclub.co.nz/
Kidspot: http://www.Kidspot.co.nz
Kidspot also includes a page with Reading Games for
parents with children:
http://social.kidspot.co.nz/JulieKidspotter/blog/1686/

Pregnancy Help: http://www.pregnancyhelp.org.nz/

Theme: Motivation
Graeme Dingle – giving back to young people
Zero youth unemployment – Otorohanga’s secret
recipe
Canterbury people – stepping up after the quake
Righting the wrong – Vic Tamati and family violence
http://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publicationsresources/journals-and-magazines/rise/index.html

Te Ara Encyclopedia – Explore Iwi
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/iwi

Each page on the Te Ara Encyclopedia website is easily
accessible with two to three paragraphs per heading.
At the top of each page is an icon ‘Get the Short Story – a
quick easy read’, where a one page summary can be
accessed and printed. Further sources can be accessed if
more detail is desired.
Home page: What’s inside:
Social Connections
The Bush
Settled Landscape
New Zealand Peoples
Economy and the City
Earth, Sea and Sky
Māori New Zealanders
Place
To find out more about Iwi, click on Māori New
Zealanders, then ‘Explore Iwi’, for information about
location, history, facts and figures, images, audio and
video and further sources.

Te Arapiki Ako – Literacy and Numeracy for Adults

Upcoming Events 2011

http://literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/

Webinar 10: Ko tenei tou Ao...this is your life!
by Mei Winitana & Makuini Hohapata.
This webinar (presented late last year) takes a thematic
approach to writing by guiding hesitant writers to draw on
their personal memories and experiences. Blending Māori and
Western education pedagogies, this approach uses listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills.
The powerpoint and video can be accessed here:

Online Resources

http://literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/Professional-learning-andcommunities/PLANNET-Webinars/Webinar-10-Ko-tenei-tou-Ao-thisis-your-life

It includes a ‘Questions’ Poutama:

Hui / Fono for Māori and Pasifika
practitioners in ACE
9-11 Poutu te rangi (March) 2011
Auckland.
Theme: E is for Everything
Email: huifono@aceaotearoa.org.nz

ACE Sector Conference
17-19 Pipiri (June) 2011
Brentwood Hotel, Kilbirne, Wellington
Theme: Partnering
http://www.aceaotearoa.org/

Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori - Māori
Language Week
4-10 Hōngongoi (July) 2011
Theme: Manaakitanga
http://www.koreromaori.co.nz/news/mlw

Industry Training Federation (ITF)
Conference
28-29 Hōngongoi (July) 2011, Sky City,
Auckland
Theme: Industry at the Heart of Training
http://www.itf.org.nz/events.html

Race Relations Day
The theme for Race
Relations Day 2011 is
‘People in Harmony’.
Race Relations Day is on 21 Poutu te Rangi (March) each year but
many events take place around the actual day. It is a time when
you or your organisation or community can do something to
celebrate, learn, discuss, plan or promote diversity in your own
context and to achieve diversity goals. http://www.hrc.co.nz/

Australian Council for Adult Literacy
th
(ACAL) 34 National Conference
27-28 Mahuru (September) 2011
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
'Literacy on the Map: Common Visions,
Different Paths'
www.valbec.org.au/2011conf/

PD Opportunities: Te Arapiki Ako –
Literacy & Numeracy for Adults
Professional Development is being
offered around the country looking at
the Progressions, Assessment and
engaging with learners.
http://literacyandnumeracyforadults.co
m/National-Centre/2011-ProfessionalDevelopment
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