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Celebrating International Literacy Day 

with Literacy Taupō 2017 

This year Literacy Taupō celebrated International Literacy 

Day with a film festival afternoon, screening the movie ‘A 

Street Cat Named Bob’.  This movie is based on the 

international best-selling book by James Bowen, a busker 

and recovering drug addict, who was living rough on the 

streets of London.  The book was a recommended ‘Quick 

Read’ on the BBC Skillswise website (a site that was 

established to support literacy and numeracy 

development for adults), and has been the focus for 

lessons on critical literacy for Literacy Taupō’s Literacy 

Café learners.  Learners, Literacy Taupō tutors and 

board members, and providers from social service agencies were invited to join in the celebrations.  

We set the learning room up as a cinema, with couches and comfortable arm chairs.  Everyone 

received a movie pack, which covered all of the compulsory movie-viewing food-groups -  icecream, 

popcorn, chippies, chocolate and lollies, and tea, coffee and hot chocolate were in plentiful supply.   
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(Movie packs with icecreams) 

To begin the session, a brief overview of International Literacy Day was provided. The theme for 

this year is “Literacy in a digital world”.  The overview provided an opportunity to discuss digital 

literacy, and to raise awareness about the new challenges technology has presented for people 

with literacy needs. 

A short documentary was then screened to provide a context for the movie.  This documentary 

followed James Bowen and Bob through the streets of London.  James spoke about his life of 

addiction, and how his life changed when Bob came into his care (https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=MePaWG7g5FA).  Some critical literacy questions were put to the group to encourage 

viewers to fully engage with the movie, and to provide a basis for critical literacy discussions, 

following the movie.

At the end of the movie, viewers shared their thoughts, 

and responded to some of the critical literacy questions.   

This was a relaxing way to celebrate ILD, and a great 

afternoon was had by all.  We look forward to a positive 

year between now and International Literacy Day 2017. 




