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Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa,  
Greetings to you all

In this issue, we look at some of the recent activities of Literacy 
Aotearoa personnel. Ngā Hui Heke (Regional Hui) saw members 
gathering together to participate in professional development.

A research initiative with Waikato University will look at how we 
measure learner confidence and wellbeing of students. 

There are updates and resources from TEC, Skills Highway and Health 
Navigator as well as some links to recently published news articles. 

Ngā Hui Heke - Regional Hui of Literacy Aotearoa

The Regional Hui for Ngā Poupou have been held throughout the 
month of Paenga whāwhā (April), beginning with Te Heke Tuatoru/
Region Three in Te Wai Pounamu (the South Island), hosted by Literacy 
South Canterbury in Timaru. 

This hui was followed by Te Heke Tuarua/Region Two in Palmerston 
North and Te Heke Tuatahi/Region One hosted by Literacy Bay of Plenty 
in Tauranga.

The programme included national updates on: 

• Hui Business – Where are we at now?

• Tutor Training 2017 and onwards

• Te Kete Mauri Ora (TKMO), IER and Self Evaluation

• Programme Forecasting and the Investment Plan

Workshops and local guest speakers featured on day two of the hui for 
Regions One and Three. Region Two focused on looking to the future.

The generosity, hospitality and manaakitanga of hosts and local groups 
was much appreciated by all in attendance.

The Literacy Aotearoa National Planning Hui will be held in Hōngongoi 
(July) with an opportunity for members to gather again to discuss 
matters of common interest and fill their kete with more knowledge. 

Te Heke Tuatoru/Region Three, hosted by 
Literacy South Canterbury in Timaru

Te Heke Tuatahi/Region One, hosted by 
Literacy Bay of Plenty in Tauranga

Kim Currie & Karyn Thin Peter Isaacs

Liz Collyns Richard Dugan & 
Bronwyn Yates
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The project is funded by the New Zealand Council 
for Educational Research’s (NZCER) Teaching and 
Learning Research Initiative (TLRI). TLRI aims to 
enhance the links between educational research and 
teaching practices to improve outcomes for learners. 
This focus resonates with Literacy Aotearoa work 
on capturing learner confidence through Wellbeing 
Outcomes.  
The project aims to capture wellness and wellbeing 
outcomes that derive from students’ narratives and 
conversations during their participation in a ‘Literacy, 
language and numeracy’ (LLN) programme.  Students 
and personnel from three Literacy Aotearoa Poupou 
will be participating in the research project.
The project team will work alongside tutors in adult 
literacy and numeracy programmes to enable them 
to extend outcomes beyond current LLN routine 
skills assessment.  The project team will introduce 
an existing wellbeing framework – Hei Ara Ako ki te 
Oranga and in collaboration with the tutors, extend 
its application to multi-cultural settings to enhance 
the social engagement of participants.  

An exciting new collaboration between Literacy Aotearoa and the Wilf Malcom Institute of Educational Research 
(WMIER), Faculty of Education, University of Waikato has begun in 2017. The project team includes (L to R below) 
Researchers Jane Furness and Judy Hunter from the University of Waikato and Bronwyn Yates, Peter Isaacs and Katrina 
Taupo at Literacy Aotearoa.

Teaching and Learning Research Initiative (TLRI)  
Collaboration with Waikato University

This enhanced framework will be enacted using 
Facebook with the aim of highlighting connections 
between literacy and numeracy, wellbeing and 
agency. It will enable a more complete picture of 
outcomes to be recognised, valued and enhanced.
The Project team and participating Poupou held a 
planning meeting last month.  The project will roll out 
on the 1st of Haratua (May) 2017. 
Information from students will be gathered from June 
2017. The project completion target is 2019. 
Findings will be shared with Poupou, students and 
funders through reports and presentations.

Project Team meeting on location at Literacy Taupō 
premises skyping in with Te Tumuaki Bronwyn Yates
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http://www.tec.govt.nz/ 

Why improving adult literacy and numeracy is important

“Literacy and numeracy skills are crucial for building a competitive, skilled and 
productive workforce. However, internationally benchmarked research (OECD, 
2006) shows that more than a million New Zealand adults have less than optimal 
literacy skills (43 percent) and numeracy skills (51 percent) for a knowledge-based 
economy. New Zealand’s low levels of literacy and numeracy have been identified 
as contributing to our relatively low productivity.  Improving adult literacy and 
numeracy underpins several of the Government’s Better Public Services results and 
is Priority 4 of the TES.” 

http://www.tec.govt.nz/focus/our-focus/adult-literacy-numeracy/  

Pathways Awarua – Road Code online

“More than 11,000 young people have so far used the Pathways Awarua Road Code 
online learning pathway to get them ready for their learner’s licence.

The pathway makes learning about safe road use and the road code fun while 
strengthening literacy and numeracy skills at the same time. 

The  Road Code is one of two applied pathways in Pathways Awarua. It was 
developed two years ago in collaboration with the New Zealand Transport Agency.  
It is free to all adults and tertiary students and, since last year, has also been freely 
available to secondary students.”

http://www.tec.govt.nz/news-and-consultations/a-fun-tool-for-everyday-life 

Student Story: Changing lives one word at a time

Read about the work of English Language Partners helping Syrian refugees settle in 
Dunedin. 

In 2016, Dunedin became New Zealand’s sixth resettlement city and is expected to 
absorb 30% of the country’s refugee quota… English Language Partners isn’t just 
providing its learners with an education – it’s changing communities.

http://www.tec.govt.nz/news-and-consultations/changing-lives-one-word-at-a-time

Literacy and Numeracy online...

TEC – Tertiary Education Commission (NZ)
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http://www.skillshighway.govt.nz/

ITO/WPLN Provider workshop

http://www.skillshighway.govt.nz/resources/building-
capacity/professional-development

Presentations and notes from the Skills Highway ITO/
WPLN Provider Workshop, held in Auckland on  
16 Poutū te rangi (March) 2017 are available by clicking 
on the link above. 

This well-supported workshop included presentations 
from:

• David O’Connor, The Learning Wave 

• Mike Styles, The Skills Organisation 

• Jo Leach, English Language Partners 

• Marion Drew, The Skills Organisation 

Mix of Skills

http://www.skillshighway.govt.nz/workplace-literacy/
mix-of-skills

“In many workplaces there are intelligent and 
motivated employees who are held back by 
low literacy and numeracy skills. When these 
employees receive literacy and numeracy 
training they become an asset to their team and 
organisation. They also often see positive changes 
in their personal lives and become more active 
members in their communities.”

Workplace Literacy and Numeracy online...

Skills Highway (NZ) 
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Resources for Students

https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/

Health Navigator (NZ) 

This website provides an enormous amount of plain english 
information about ‘all things health’. 

The website is easy to navigate and includes:

• an A-Z of Health common conditions, common tests 
and procedures:

• ‘In this section, you will find information and self care 
resources on hundreds of health conditions from acne 
to zika infection. We also cover common tests and 
procedures and what you need to know to prepare for 
these.’

• medicines (A-Z)

• healthy living, e.g. physical activity, mental health, 
quitting smoking

• services and support, e.g. GPs / Accident & Urgent 
Medical Care, Public Hospital Services, Mental Health & 
Addictions, Maternity Services,  Dentistry, Optometry, 
and more.

A sample page from Health Navigator:
Asthma: 

https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/health-a-z/a/asthma/

This page contains information beginning with an 
overview, key points, symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, 
medication, action plans, resources & languages, and 
clinicians.

Resources (on the right-hand side of the page) include 
brochures, videos, tips, apps and emergency contact 
numbers. 
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Students gaining University Entrance 
without necessary literacy, numeracy 
skills (NZ)

Adele Redmond, 16/03/17, http://www.stuff.
co.nz/national/education/90403943/students-
gaining-university-entrance-without-necessary-
literacy-numeracy-skills

University entrance requirements are 
unlikely to change despite a review that 
found widespread concern over first-year 
students’ literacy and numeracy abilities.

In a review of University Entrance (UE), 
the New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
(NZQA) said tertiary providers found 
students entering a wide range of degrees 
lacked skills necessary for success, but 
believed raising the bar was unlikely to 
help.  Instead “problematic” changes made 
to UE in 2011 that allowed students to gain 
required literacy credits from “literacy-
rich” subjects, such as history, accounting 
or chemistry, rather than English or Te 
Reo Maori were up for review. Numeracy 
requirements, considered less crucial for 
humanities students, would remain the 
same.

NZQA’s report said many tertiary institutes 
addressed school leavers’ inability to write 
essays or understand maths at the level 
required for science or engineering study 
with their own entrance requirements or 
first-year skill-based papers… 

more…

In the news…

Check out the Literacy Aotearoa website to read recent news articles featuring Ngā Poupou  
(Literacy Aotearoa member providers):  http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/news-releases
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Cutting jail time for literacy ‘worth looking at’ (NZ)

27/02/17, Otago Daily Times, https://www.odt.co.nz/news/
national/cutting-jail-time-literacy-worth-looking 

Both National and Labour say a policy to reduce jail 
time if prisoners complete literacy, numeracy and driver 
licensing courses is worth considering. Act Party leader 
David Seymour announced the policy at his party’s annual 
conference on the weekend.

Eligible inmates would earn up to six weeks for every 
year of their term, depending on the types of courses 
completed…  more…

Black Students More Likely to Graduate if They Have 
One Black Teacher (USA)

By Madeline Will 06/04/17 - ‘Education Week Teacher’ blog 

“If a low-income black 
student has just one black 
teacher in elementary 
school, that student is 
significantly more likely 
to graduate high school 
and consider attending 
college, a new John 
Hopkins University study 
has found…”

more…

http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/education/90403943/students-gaining-university-entrance-without-necessary-literacy-numeracy-skills
http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/news-releases
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/national/cutting-jail-time-literacy-worth-looking
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/teaching_now/2017/04/black_students_are_more_likely_to_graduate_if_they_have_one_black_teacher_study_finds.html 


Whiringa ā nuku (October)

NZ Vocational Education and Training Research Forum
25-26 Whiringa ā nuku (October), Wellington. 
More information and the call for abstracts is here.  
 

Literacy Aotearoa Incorporated
Compass House, Level One, 162 Grafton Road, Grafton, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1010

Postal Address: Private Bag 78800, Grey Lynn, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1245
Phone: (09) 302 0817  Email: admin@literacy.org.nz www.literacy.org.nz

Literacy Aotearoa Te Hui ā Tau & 
National Planning Hui 
Te Rito: Focusing on What Matters  
Tues 25 - Thurs 27 Hōngongoi (July), Auckland 

2017 Professional Development Opportunities

Haratua (May) 

Ngā Poupou Governance Members Hui

Te Heke Tuatahi/Region One 
Auckland, Sat 13 Haratua (May)

Te Heke Tuarua/Region Two 
Wellington, Sat 20 Haratua (May) 

Te Heke Tuatoru/Region Three 
Christchurch, Sat 27 Haratua (May)

More info: brenda@literacy.org.nz

Governance PD - Regional Hui

Pipiri (June) 

ACE Aotearoa Conference
The Challenge of Change: Puritia te Aka Matua
13-15 Pipiri (June), Wellington. 
Information and registration details available here 

Hōngongoi (July) 

Te Ara Whakamana 
Pathways, Transitions and Working Across Boundaries  
3-4 Hōngongoi (July), MIT, Auckland. More info...

Te Ara Whakamana is New Zealand’s largest forum 
dedicated to education and employment pathways 
and transitions.

Mahuru (September) 

International Literacy Day 
8 Mahuru (September)

Adult Learners’ Week - He Tangata Matauranga 
4-10 Mahuru (September)

World TVET Conference  
in partnership with IVETA, ITENZ and ITF 
12-15 Mahuru (September), Queenstown. 
More information here.  

Australian Council for Adult Literacy (ACAL) Conference 
13-14 Mahuru (September), Darwin. 
http://www.acal.edu.au/ 
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Hōngongoi (July) cont.

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/nzvetrf2017
mailto:brenda%40literacy.org.nz?subject=
http://www.aceaotearoa.org.nz/events-ace-conferences/ace-conference-2017-conference-detail
https://shop.akoaotearoa.ac.nz/TAW17
http://www.worldtvet2017.kiwi/
http://www.acal.edu.au/

