
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue No 7 – Whiringa ā nuku (October) 2014 

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa... In this issue we look at the celebrations and activities that took place in 

Mahuru (September) and the many relationships that have been strengthened through Mahi Tahi: ongoing 

partnerships and collaboration.  The month’s events included: International Literacy Day, Adult Learners' Week 

– He Tangata Mātauranga and the release of 9000+ Travelling Books. 

 

Travelling Books Launch – 3 Mahuru (September) 2014, Government House, Wellington  

The Travelling Books project, a collaboration between Literacy Aotearoa and New Zealand Post, began in 2011.   

Improving literacy is a priority for both organisations, and New Zealand Post has a strong tradition of support 

for promoting reading.  A shared passion and understanding of the power of ‘literacy for all’ has developed into 

a valued relationship with the Governor-General, Lieutenant General  

The Right Honourable Sir Jerry Mateparae and Lady Janine Mateparae 

who have generously hosted the launch of the Travelling Books project 

for the past three years.  The evening’s MC Ian Fraser introduced the 

speakers at this year’s launch including Malcolm Shaw, of New Zealand 

Post; Bronwyn Yates, Te Tumuaki (CEO) Literacy Aotearoa; Terisa, 

Shonnie, Willie and Russell – students enrolled in Literacy Aotearoa 

learning programmes.   

Each of the students had recently participated in the Literacy Aotearoa 

Student Writing Event, together with students from all corners of the 

country to draft, write and publish original stories with the support of 

adult literacy tutors.  

The 3-day event takes place every two years as part of the Literacy 

Aotearoa National Planning Hui.  The students spoke about the changes 

that have taken place in their lives since taking steps to improve their 

literacy skills.  In his speech, the Governor-General said, 

“Travelling Books represents more than just distributing good reading 

material.  It also carries a message about the importance of literacy and 

the joy of reading.  For many of us, sitting down with a good book is an 

enjoyable pastime.  Books provide us with education, entertainment 

and insight about the world we live in.  When reading comes to us 

easily, we casually accept the part it plays in our daily lives.  

However, for more than one million New Zealanders, reading is a 

challenge.  Books may as well come fitted with a padlock.   

…continued next page 

 
Terisa - Adult Literacy Tamaki Auckland 

 
Shonnie - Literacy Wairarapa, Masterton 

 
Willie - Whanganui Learning Centre Trust  

 
Russell - Literacy South Canterbury 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/


  

 The Governor-General’s speech continued… 

 

Having a quarter of our population who can’t read or 

who have problems reading represents opportunities 

lost and a huge cost. 

No matter how capable and intelligent these New 

Zealanders are, they’re neither able to contribute fully 

in bringing up their children, nor are they able to 

participate fully in their community.  They are locked 

out of opportunities for employment, further education 

becomes difficult, if not impossible, and everyday tasks 

become a frustration, an embarrassment.  

Problems with literacy have serious implications for the 

social, economic and general welfare of individuals and 

their families. It must be a hard thing to live with every 

day.  Some of us can only imagine the adverse 

emotional and mental effects for such people.  Most 

suffer in silence, they fear being discovered and 

considered stupid, and go to extreme lengths to cover 

up their dilemma.   

The work done by Literacy Aotearoa’s member 

providers to unlock the padlocks around reading pays 

huge dividends for everyone.  Reading to your child or 

mokopuna is a wonder.  Reading enables a student to 

access a brighter future.  Parents who can sit and read 

with their children provide a positive example to follow 

in learning, in determination and in life.  All of these 

things are all part of the Travelling Books narrative.  

It’s a great story and proof that happy endings are not 

just found in books. 

The Travelling Books Project has been a great way of 

reminding New Zealanders about the importance of 

literacy.  For those of us who love reading, it 

encourages us to read more.  For others, it’s a useful 

lead-in to that one book that may turn on the light for 

them about the joy of reading, and act as a spur 

towards improving one’s level of literacy; a brave step 

to take.  The stories we hear from those who have 

done it, show the joy and sense of esteem that can be 

realised…  

 

…To read these stories, and to read the Governor-

General’s full speech go to: 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/speeches-travbks.php  

International Literacy Day 8 Mahuru (September) & 

Adult Learners' Week – He Tangata Mātauranga  

8-14 Mahuru (September) 2014 

 

Ngā Poupou (the 44 member providers of Literacy 

Aotearoa) celebrated Adult Learners' Week – He Tangata 

Mātauranga by promoting their services on the radio, on 

television, in local newspapers, in their town centres, local 

community houses, shopping malls and from their own 

premises.   Click here for ALW-HTM news articles. 

Some played scrabble, standard-sized or super-sized;  

some chose ‘Grocery guess’: estimate and calculate the 

cost of the basket of groceries using estimation and 

addition.  Some Poupou held ‘Open Days’, with morning 

teas, shared lunches, board games, quizzes, boggle 

challenges, recipe writing or ‘Kai for thought’;  others ran 

sausage sizzles; raranga (flax weaving) classes; a ‘clay’ 

class making a bowl; published student writing and then 

read their stories to those gathered.  

Others went to Farmers’ Markets, local libraries, 

participated in expos with other community groups and 

social service providers; many attended Awards events for 

‘Outstanding Adult Learners’ and ‘Exceptional Adult 

Educators’. 

Movie nights were held in some towns: ‘The Hundred 

Foot Journey’ (Pukekohe), ‘The Pa Boys’ (Dargaville), and 

‘Boyhood’ (Waiheke). 

Each Poupou received boxes of brand new books to 

release into their communities during the week.  

Students, managers, tutors and governance members set 

up tables in weather-proofed locations to give away their 

shiny new Travelling Books.  As this was the week leading 

into the election there were some famous faces ‘meeting 

and greeting’ in the community who were happy to pose 

for a photo or two.  See back page for photos and click 

here for Travelling Books media. 

As well as handing books out, some books were left in 

cafés, buses, in WINZ premises, train stations and other 

public facilities. 

 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/speeches-travbks.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-releases.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/tbooks.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


   

 

 

   
Weaving Exhibition – Gisborne 

 

Students from Adult Literacy Turanga (Gisborne) spent 

months creating works of art from weaving harakeke (flax) 

to painting, carving and drawing. Their works are the 

feature of the exhibition: Weaving art with words to 

promote literacy awareness – Imagine a world without 

words and numbers.  More than 200 people have 

attended the exhibition which was extended for a month.   

Rene Babbington, manager of Adult Literacy Turanga says,  

“The event featured more than 20 art pieces. One of the 

art pieces belongs to Rameka Herewini.  He joined the 

mahi harakeke group in February and over a period of 

seven months he dreamed, discussed, researched, 

planned, designed, organised and created his Māori kite. 

He was thrilled to display his art piece which he named 

Ruru.” 

 

  

  

 

 

Reading Flash Mob –Tauranga 

 

Literacy and Language Bay of Plenty were 

involved in a ‘flash mob’ of reading in Red 

Square in the Bay of Plenty together with 

ALTRUSA.  Manager Annamaria Grafas said, 

“There was a great turnout and members of 

the public turned up with deckchairs and 

books to read.  The library promotions team 

wheeled the Mayoral Chair to Red Square and 

people were photographed sitting and reading 

on the chair.  The mayor Stuart Crosby and 

several local councillors also attended.” 

 

Drawing your story - Waitakere 

 

Literacy Waitakere invited a local artist to 

come in and inspire students to express their 

stories through drawing.  An art auction 

followed (maximum bid $1, bidding in 

increments of 10 cents) with everyone 

keeping track by working on their mental 

maths! 

 

Rameka joined the 

literacy programme 

last year and has 

enjoyed his learning 

journey.   

He said his 

experience of school 

wasn’t a good one 

and it followed him 

into adulthood.   

But coming to Adult 

Literacy Turanga has 

taught him to trust 

others to help him.” 

Photos: 

Learning how to 

learn… Rameka refers 

to instructions for 

how to design his 

kite… 

Literacy is essential 

…but a passion for 

ideas and culture, 

learning and curiosity 

is far more 

important... 

 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWP7xUfy1wM
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


 

 

9000+ Travelling Books are released throughout the country… 

 

       
Turangi   Buller   Christchurch     Timaru 

     
Dunedin   Kaitaia     Pukekohe 

       
Feilding    Upper Hutt    South Wairarapa   Rotorua  

       
Hamilton   New Plymouth    Dannevirke    Waiheke 

      
Masterton       Greymouth 

 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/

