
 

 

 

 

 

 

country, who have completed the Get Ahead Start course.  Unfortunately this course will no longer be offered.  

On the ‘back page’, Professional Development opportunities are available to educators, as are a resource for 

learners and tutors on 'Cracking the Reading Code', and Upcoming Events for 2013. 

 

Get Ahead Start – Learners off to a great start... where to from here? 

The Open Polytechnic Get Ahead Start programme* has had a life-changing impact on many learners 

throughout the country.  TEC funding for the 32-week self-paced programme has ceased, much to the great 

disappointment of Literacy Aotearoa personnel and learners throughout the country.  Many of our Poupou 

(member providers) found weekly, group learning sessions a positive and effective way to mentor and support 

learners toward gaining a nationally recognised qualification.  In these group sessions, learners worked at their 

own pace on their own workbooks, with tutor support.  Many learners have since identified further learning 

goals, based on strengths and weaknesses discovered while completing the workbooks.  

Ruth Dalzell, Manager of Literacy Feilding says, “The ability to gain ‘credits’ through this mode of learning is 

one way of ensuring that these people are not just thrown onto the dole queue indefinitely.  Our learners ... 

*a Foundation Level course of the Open Polytechnic, delivered through Ngā Poupou, our member providers; 

 see Tui Tuia, #5, 2012 for Get Ahead Start Course Content. 

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa o te tau 2013.   

New Years greetings to you all. 

2013, 'twenty-thirteen', or MMXIII.  What will this year 

bring?  A quick Google search has revealed that 2013 

will be the Year of the Snake and ‘is meant for steady 

progress and attention to detail...  requiring focus and 

discipline to achieve what you set out to create’.   

It is also the International Year of Statistics, which is 

quite timely, since the New Zealand Census will take 

place in a few weeks’ time on Tuesday, 5 Poutū te Rangi 

(March).  (See more on page 3.) 

Focus, discipline, attention to detail and statistics have 

all been central to the Te Kōruru (National Governing 

Body), and National Office business planning meetings 

held last month.  These meetings have enabled us to 

confirm the business plan priorities that will contribute 

to the achievement of the organisation’s strategic goals. 

In this first issue of Tui Tuia for 2013, these same traits 

have been displayed by learners throughout the  

Literacy Aotearoa Strategic Goals 

1. Kaupapa: Walking the Talk:  To express our 

kaupapa, through respect, engagement and 

continuous learning. 

2. Mahi Tahi: Partnership and Collaboration:  To 

advance research, innovation and advocacy with all 

stakeholders. 

3. He Whānau Ako: Communities of Quality Practice: 

To enhance the capabilities and sustainability of 

Literacy Aotearoa by sharing good practices of adult 

literacy and numeracy services, and governance, 

management and systems. 

Issue No 1 – Kohi tātea – Hui tanguru (January – February) 2013 

Business Plan Priorities 

 Growing to 100,000 students per annum by 2015 

 Structural reorganisation by 2015 

 BAU (Business as Usual) for contracts 2013-2015 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/files/file/documents/Publications_LA/TT2012/TT05-june2012.pdf
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


  

“Initially we underestimated the level of the course and 

had to provide quite a lot of support to some learners.  

The success for us was we had two drop-in workshops 

per week with four to five learners,” says Beth Taylor, 

Manager of Literacy Wairarapa.  

“It is the most amazing programme and it follows on 

quite well with our ILN learners... It is a structured 

programme that lots of learners like.  We have a 

computer suite with ten computers and that has been 

useful for the technical questions, email activities, etc.  

It’s really sad the programme is over,” says Beth. 

Literacy Wairarapa has now developed ‘Food for 

Thought’, a new programme for keen learners to follow 

on from Get Ahead Start.  The course has a focus on 

health, fitness and food preparation. 

Sally Chapman, Manager of Adult Literacy Aotearoa 

Kapiti, also ran two Get Ahead Start groups.  The first 

group included seven learners at level 1-2 of the 

Learning Progressions.  “The first intake was hard work.  

We had a fantastic tutor and the group worked really 

well for the learners.  If we tried to do it individually the 

success would not have been achieved for so many.  

They spurred each other on.”   

Learners worked at their own pace and the tutor ran 

workshop opportunities for particular sections of the 

workbooks.  On completion of the course, learners, their 

families and tutors celebrated with a morning tea. 

Sally says, “It was great to see them all finally completing 

it.  Some have graduated from us, while others have 

stayed to keep working on personal goals.  The learners 

have experienced successful learning and this 

course may enable them to join other groups in 

the community... it provides direction, and for 

some, has clarified areas of literacy and numeracy 

they would like to improve.”  

Many learners have expressed interest in taking a follow 

up course with a similar structure.  Unfortunately due to 

funding cuts, Open Polytechnic no longer provides these 

foundation learning courses.  Despite this, our Poupou 

remain innovative and creative in developing 

programmes to meet the needs of learners. 

Get Ahead Start Success continued... 

 

... have gained a huge amount of self-esteem through 

joining a small group.  They have formed new 

friendships, a feeling of camaraderie and the knowledge 

that by working hard, they can achieve.  The ability to 

have a second chance of improving their likelihood of 

gaining employment or indeed just being able to help 

their children with homework is of value to them and 

ultimately to our country.” 

“Although the Government’s focus seems to be on 

level three and up, learners need to achieve the 

lower levels to enable them to tackle the higher 

levels in the future,” says Ruth Dalzell. 

Mary Phillip, Manager of Ashburton Learning Centre 

says there is, “extreme disappointment that the course 

is no longer available.”  In 2012, Ashburton tutors 

worked with two groups of learners.  The first group had 

three younger school leavers with high learning needs 

and low levels of confidence.  Each week the learners 

attended two learning sessions, and with tutor support 

completed the course.  “The changes in the learners are 

massive.  One wouldn’t leave his house before, he 

wouldn’t make any eye contact with anybody... now he 

has made friends through a local church and is talking 

about getting employment.  Given the right employment 

he will blossom.” 

All three learners are now enrolled in a two-year Open 

Polytechnic National Certificate Computing and Business 

Administration course, with continued support from the 

Ashburton Learning Centre, funded through a grant from 

the Ashburton Benevolent Society.  

The second group of Ashburton learners was made up of 

Samoan women who were all at home with children.  

The women were quite motivated and ‘flew through the 

whole thing’, meeting once a week for two hours.  They 

brought their children along, and one mum would help 

look after the children while the others worked.  The ALC 

bought some new toys for the children so they were 

occupied.  “Now that they have completed the Get 

Ahead Start course, they are going to continue with us 

this year, and we are working out a computing 

programme for them,” says Mary. 

 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/


 

 

 

 

   New Zealand 2013 Census - Tuesday 05/03/2013 

 

http://www.census.govt.nz/ 

The next New Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings will be  

held on: Tuesday, 5 Poutū te rangi (March) 2013.  

The census will involve the delivery and collection of census forms  

and providing Internet Access Codes for an estimated 4.6 million people and 1.8 million dwellings. 

The last census was held in 2006.  The census planned for 2011 was not held, because of  

the Christchurch earthquake on 22 February 2011.  

Census Forms 

The 2013 Census forms will be the same as those developed for the 2011 Census, with date changes only.  

Extra guide notes will be available to help people displaced by the Canterbury earthquakes fill in their forms.  

View samples of and information about the 2013 Census forms: 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/about-2013-census/2013-census-forms-guidenotes.aspx   

Did you know?  2013: Year of... 

 

Learners may be interested in finding out more about: 

Wikipedia: 2013 (MMXIII) is a common year that started on a Tuesday and is the current 

year.  In the Gregorian calendar, it is the 2013th year in the CE and AD designations; the 

13th year in the 3rd millennium and the 21st century; and the 4th of the 2010s. 

International Year of Statistics: a worldwide celebration of the contributions of statistics 
http://www.statistics2013.org/   

The Year of the Snake: the year of the black Snake begins on February 10th shortly after 
the New moon in Aquarius, the humanitarian of the zodiac.  This 2013 year of Snake is 
meant for steady progress and attention to detail. Focus and discipline will be necessary 
for you to achieve what you set out to create. The Snake is the sixth sign of the Chinese 
Zodiac, which consists of 12 Animal Signs. It is the enigmatic, intuitive, introspective, 
refined and collected of the Animals Signs. Ancient Chinese wisdom says a Snake in the 
house is a good omen because it means that your family will not starve.  
http://www.hanban.com/chinese-culture/chinese-zodiac/the-2013-year-snake.html  

United Nations International Year of Water Cooperation: The objective of this 
International Year is to raise awareness, both on the potential for increased cooperation, 
and on the challenges facing water management in light of the increase in demand for 
water access, allocation and services. http://www.unwater.org/watercooperation2013.html   

2013 

 

 

 

 

If you: 

• need help with your forms 

• need extra forms 

• would like Māori / English forms 

 

 

• would like to complete your forms online and don’t have an Internet  
   Access Code go to: www.census.govt.nz or call the Helpline toll-free  
   on: 0800 CENSUS (0800 236 787) 

• If you are hearing impaired, fax toll-free on: 0800 329 201 with any 
queries. 

 

http://www.census.govt.nz/
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/about-2013-census/2013-census-forms-guidenotes.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_numerals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anno_Domini
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_millennium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/21st_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010s
http://www.statistics2013.org/
http://www.hanban.com/chinese-culture/chinese-zodiac/the-2013-year-snake.html
http://www.unwater.org/watercooperation2013.html
http://www.census.govt.nz/


   

 

 

2013 Calendar of Events 

Professional Development: 

‘Introducing new workshops on topics such as: 

mentoring learners in work placements; undertaking 

research projects in teaching and learning; exploring 

and unpacking AUSSE data; developing effective 

mentoring skills, and more.  Our existing workshops 

continue.’   

Register now or put the dates in your diaries.  

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-aotearoa/ako-

aotearoa/news/ako-aotearoa-boosts-pd-programme-

tertiary-educators-2013 

 

Cracking the reading code:  

An audio-visual resource for students on how to 

read academic texts  

This project, from 
Whitireia New Zealand, 
provides practical 
resources for students 
wanting to improve 
their academic reading 
skills and tool to help 
educators understand 
the reading needs of 
their students.  
Presented by Mary 
Silvester and Clare 
Hazledine, this 
resource consists of a 
tutor guide, a student  
guide to reading non-fiction and 8 videos.  

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-hub/ako-aotearoa-

central-hub/cracking-reading-code  

 

Hui tanguru (February) 

Māori and Pasifika Adult and Community Professional 

Development Hui-Fono, Geni-US,  

Arai Te Uru Marae, Ōtepoti (Dunedin).   

27-28/02 – 1/03/13 

huifono@aceaotearoa.org.nz  or ph 04 473 6625.  

Poutū te rangi  (March) 

New Zealand Census Day 2013. 5/03/13 

REAP National Hui, Quality Hotel, Wellington.   

22-23/03/13 

Haratua  (May) 

Adult Literacy Practitioners Association ALPA, Wellington.  

23-25/05/13 

English Language Partners New Zealand, tbc. 

Pipiri  (June) 

ACE Conference, Confident Communities Hāpori Tū 

Rangatira.  18-20/06/13 

National Centre for Literacy and Numeracy for Adults 

Symposium, The University of Waikato, Kirikiriroa 

(Hamilton). 27-28/06/13 

Mahuru  (September) 

Adult Learners' Week - He Tangata Mātauranga,  

2-8/09/13 

International Literacy Day, Sunday  8/09/13 

Ako Aotearoa – PD workshops & Resources 

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-aotearoa/ako-aotearoa/news/ako-aotearoa-boosts-pd-programme-tertiary-educators-2013
https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-aotearoa/ako-aotearoa/news/ako-aotearoa-boosts-pd-programme-tertiary-educators-2013
https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-aotearoa/ako-aotearoa/news/ako-aotearoa-boosts-pd-programme-tertiary-educators-2013
https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-hub/ako-aotearoa-central-hub/cracking-reading-code
https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ako-hub/ako-aotearoa-central-hub/cracking-reading-code
mailto:huifono@aceaotearoa.org.nz

