
 

 

Issue No 9 – Whiringa ā nuku (October) 2010 

 

ISSN 1179-8327 (Print)  ISSN 1179-8335 (Online) 

 Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā koutou katoa.  Greetings to you all.  Ngā Poupou have been 
busy with their Adult Learners' Week - He Tangata Mātauranga celebrations as well as continuing to train and support their 
tutors, and promote and deliver their services to learners.  To our Poupou throughout the motu, particularly in Te Wai 
Pounamu, our thoughts and best wishes are with you all in coping with the quakes, aftershocks, snow and floods.  We are 
inspired by the strength of spirit in Christchurch where life goes on (see the poem on page 2).  Ka nui ngā mihi ki a koutou. 

   Korihi ake ngā manu, Tākiri mai te ata, Ka ao, ka ao, ka awatea!  Tīhei mauri ora.   
  The birds call, the day begins, and I am alive.  
 

 

Adult Learners' Week - He Tangata Mātauranga 2010  
06-12 Mahuru (September) 2010 

By all accounts the ‘week’ was a great success for Ngā Poupou with breakfasts, 
lunches and dinners; open days, scrabble by day, scrabble by night, scrabble in and 
outdoors, and many participating in the ‘Great Read’, a promotion for the week 
initiated by Altrusa.   

Ngā Poupou received their new banners just in time for the week, with the 
exception of some in the South Island where courier services were disrupted.  
Feedback from both Ngā Poupou and members of the public has been absolutely 
positively fabulous. 
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Adult Literacy inc.  Glen Innes - Commendation 
margaret@adultliteracy.org.nz  

At an Auckland City Council ceremony (early September), Adult 
Literacy was presented with an ‘Auckland City’s Community Safety 
Awards Commendation.’  This was one of eleven awards given in 
the Not-for-Profit Category.  The commendation was for 
‘removing graffiti from the Adult Literacy Building within Maybury 
Reserve, Glen Innes and the walkway access to Maybury Reserve’!   

 

Adult Literacy Franklin – The Fantastic Fourteen 
admin@alf.org.nz  

Adult Literacy Franklin 
Inc. is one of the newest 
Poupou and became a  
full member of Literacy 
Aotearoa at the  
beginning of 2010.  We 
are having a busy year  
growing our Poupou, meeting increasing learner numbers and 
striving to make sure that our processes consistently meet Te 
Poutama Painga standards.  The excellent publicity material 
received from Literacy Aotearoa this week will help us to further 
increase our profile in the community.  

It was very exciting to be able to train more tutors in August - we 
had enquiries from more than 35 interested people and 
interviewed 20 before selecting our final 'fantastic fourteen' 
(shown in the photograph above with Sue Clark). 

As our own premises are quite small, we were very grateful to 
Franklin District Council and Franklin Arts, Culture and Library 
Trust for donating suitably equipped rooms for our training.   

Our thanks go to Lina Samu and Sue Clark for sharing the training 
delivery. This gave our trainee tutors insight into two very 
different teaching styles and enhanced their experience of the 
course. Feedback from the trainees was excellent with several 
expressing how they had personally grown from the training 
experience. 

 

Literacy Aotearoa Porirua &  
Read Write Plus (Upper Hutt) 
language@xtra.co.nz  /  readwriteplus@xtra.co.nz 

Tricia and Suzanne from Porirua have organised a regional 
workshop with Nathan Mikaere-Wallis.  They were both so 
enthusiastic after attending his ‘Reading and the Brain’ workshop 
at Literacy Aotearoa National Planning Hui that they came out 
absolutely buzzing. Tricia didn’t stop talking about it for the rest of 
the hui!  There has been so much interest that each Poupou has 
been limited to 7 tutors each.  Read Write Plus tutors went into a 
ballot! 

 

ARAS Christchurch – a shaky poem 
aras.ch@xtra.co.nz  

 

The VAK (Visual, Auditory, Kinesthetic) Earthquake Plea 

We’ve Felt earthquakes when we’re talking, 

Earthquakes when we’re walking 

Out there with special friends in Hagley Park. 

We’ve Heard earthquakes with our spouses, 

Earthquakes in our houses 

With weird noises which are louder in the dark. 

We’ve Seen earthquakes when we’re driving, 

Earthquakes when arriving 

At our wobbling workplace 3-car park. 

------------------------- 

We’ve Felt earthquakes when we’re biking, 

Earthquakes when we’re hiking. 

Enjoying life in Canterbury sun. 

We’ve Heard earthquakes in our baths, 

Earthquakes in our cars. 

Some for all Canterbrians every one. 

We’ve Seen earthquake cracks in roads. 

Enormous trucks with loads. 

Driving when the demolition’s done. 

------------------------- 

We’ve Felt earthquakes on our office chairs. 

Earthquake sounds to raise all hairs. 

What to do? Stand up, get down, or run? 

We’ve Heard earthquakes rattling shelves and doors. 

Earthquakes flexing wooden floors 

Tossing books and glasses for its fun. 

We’ve Seen hundreds of these aftershocks. 

Yes, we know that CHCH rocks. 

We know you’re in control. 

Please leave! But - Hark! 

------------------------- 

Afterthought 

We Like earthquakes in all places. 

Earthquakes in our faces. 

But ONLY  if they’re well below the mark  
(of 3 on the Richter Scale)! 

Thank you! (from an ARAS tutor) 
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International Literacy Day Breakfast  

An International Literacy Day breakfast hosted by Allan 
Peachey MP (Chair of the Education and Science Select 
Committee), in association with the Literacy Alliance, was 
held in the Bellamy’s Dining Room at Parliament Buildings.  
Guest speaker Sir Wira Gardiner - Chair, Tertiary Education 
Commission, spoke on: “A million adults with literacy needs: 
where have we got to and what’s our plan going forward?”  

 As a member of the Literacy Alliance, Te Tumuaki Bronwyn 
Yates hosted a table.  Wellington Poupou Managers / 
coordinators from Adult Literacy Aotearoa Kapiti, Literacy 
Aotearoa Wellington, Literacy Aotearoa Porirua and Learning 
Centre & Whanau Family Support also attended. 

Additional guests were Trevor Moeke (Te Wānanga o 
Aotearoa), Dame Iritana Tawhiwhirangi, Mike Eru (Tumu 
Whakahaere/CEO, Te Runanga o Te Ataarangi). 

 

Thank you Random House Publishers  

Literacy Aotearoa has been given $30,000 from the proceeds 
of the Random House Publishers Charity Book Sale held 22 
Haratua (May) this year.  Thank you Random House New 
Zealand for this very generous donation.  The grant pays for 
the promotional materials and some learning resources.  
More details about the resources will be available later. 

 

New Zealand Post Sponsorship - Travelling Books 

Literacy Aotearoa and New Zealand Post have been working 
together recently to develop some projects.  New Zealand 
Post has provided sponsorship to purchase books for the 
Travelling Books concept and also for further print and radio 
advertising.   

 

 

 

National Office News 

Farewell Analiese and Naomi 

Analiese Robertson, a passionate advocate for lifelong 
learning and adult and community education, was a key 
member of the National Office Learning and Qualifications 
team.  Analiese has taken up a role with ACE Aotearoa as 
the Professional Development and Networks Manager. 

Naomi Patterson Manager of SSE (Services Support and 
Evaluation team), has taken on the Learning Manager’s role 
at the Pacific Education Centre (PEC).  

“While I know we miss Analiese and Naomi, and the talents, 
skills and passion they have shared with the organisation, I 
also know everyone will wish them both well in their new 
jobs.  The great news is that we will continue to work with 
them both in their new roles.” 
(Te Tumuaki, Bronwyn Yates) 

 

 

Promotional Materials for Ngā Poupou  

In the last month Ngā Poupou have received a number of 
promotional resources including personalised bookmarks, 
personalised retractable banners (see photos on cover); 
brochures for distribution and the Workplace Booklet – 
‘Employee Literacy is your business’ and brochures to each 
Poupou (below). 

 

Farewell speeches: 
L>R Bronwyn Yates, 
Analiese Robertson, 
Toni Lee Hayward (He 
Waka Mātauranga), 
Jane Gilmour 
(Waitakere (Adult 
Literacy), Jane Rigby 
(Literacy North Shore). 
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He Maimai Aroha 

A Message from Te Tumuaki: 

It is with great sadness that I advise the 
recent passing of two vibrant and long-
serving members of the organisation – 
Emma Koia and Leigh Johnston. Both 
were formidable in their gifts, energy, 
commitment and impact on the life and 
achievements of Literacy Aotearoa. Our 
sincere condolences go to their whānau 
and colleagues. 

 

Emma Koia 
Emma was a skilled and effective tutor, 
assessor and moderator of many years 
experience – working in the early days 
with Te Whiri Kaupapa Āko from her base 
in Turanganui a Kiwa (Gisborne).  She 
was a key member of Turanga Ararau – 
and later Te Whare Whai Mātauranga o 
Turanga.  For several years Emma acted 
as the Minute taker (Māori) at Te Hui ā 
Tau, and she was the contracted External 
Moderator for CALT Level 3 Assessment.  
In that role her insights and expertise 
made a major contribution to 
strengthening assessment and training 
delivery.  Her giggle was legendary, and 
she will be hugely missed. 

 

Leigh Johnston 
Leigh became a student at the former 
Southland Adult Literacy Programme at 
least 15 years ago – before even Nellie’s 
time.  He was very committed to a strong 
student voice in the debates and 
decision-making processes of the 
organisation, and (together with Dawn 
Moffat) established Student Committees 
at both local and national levels.  Leigh 
became a committee member with SALP, 
and served as the Committee Chair for 
four years.  He was a vigorous and 
passionate participant in Te Hui ā Tau 
and National Planning Hui. 

 

Online Resources 

 

 

Speakers include: Moana Jackson; Pita Sharples, Ngahuia Te Awekotuku, Ranginui 
Walker, Charles Royal, Michael Walker, Linda Tuhiwai Smith, and many, many 
others. 
http://mediacentre.maramatanga.ac.nz/2010conference.php  

 

Goodwill Community Foundation (GCF) Learn Free  (US)  
http://gcflearnfree.org/ 

“GCFLearnFree.org exists to serve the educational part of the GCF mission. We 
create and provide quality, innovative online learning opportunities to anyone 
who wants to improve the technology, literacy, and math skills necessary for them 
to be successful in both work and life. We believe there's freedom in the ability to 
learn what you want, when you want, regardless of your circumstances.” 

The website has a number of interactive resources for students in three main 
sections (see below).  The voiceover uses an American accent and is very clear 
and easy to understand. While some of the terminology is American, it should not 
be unfamiliar and is easily ‘translated’ to New Zealand equivalents.  The art work 
in the Everyday Life section is beautiful.  You can sign up for free online tutorials 
and learn at your own pace. 

Everyday Life: Food; Money; Work; Shopping; 
Maps, Plans & Schedules; Bills and Budgeting.  

Math and Money: This section doesn’t have the 
artwork but does have immediate feedback and 
some audio. 

Computer Training: 

 Getting Started: Computer Basics: Windows; Internet 101; Internet Explorer 

8; Facebook 101; Email Basics; Internet Safety;  

Internet Safety for Kids; Mozilla Firefox 

 Using Office Software: Word; Excel; PowerPoint;  

Access; Office; OpenOffice.org; Outlook 2003;  

Publisher 2003.  

 Exploring Life: Work & Career Section 

 

 

 
 

Ngā Pae o Maramatanga – New Zealand’s   

Māori Centre for Research Excellence 
www.maramatanga.ac.nz  

The ‘Media Centre’ on this site contains an 
extensive archive of video recordings of keynote 
speakers from past Ngā Pae o Maramatanga 
conferences, sponsored events and symposia.   
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